MUSG Senate 2020-21
Marquette University Student Government

10/05/2020
1. Call to Order                                                                                          EVP Bella Hennessy
2. Roll Call					                            EVP Bella Hennessy
3. Forum for Concerned Students

A. EVP Hennessy: Now we can move to the Forum for Concerned Students. Do we have any concerned students present? No? Ok. We will move on. Now we have officer report, so Evelia do you want to start us off?

4. Officer Reports

President	Evelia Guerrero
Yeah. Hi everyone. Happy Monday. I hope you had a good day. I had a long day, but Senate makes my day better. Not too many updates, but just a quick note: if you haven’t taken the Google Form for our roster, I going to put it in the chat. Please take it so that we know your name, position, and birthday so I can give you a birthday shout out. Someone’s birthday is today I think. I saw it in the chat. I’m going to go look and get back to you. T-shirt sizes too, for when we get more t-shirts. So, I just put it [the link for the form] in the chat. I think it’s the right one…yeah, it’s the right one. Please take it if you haven’t. I yield.

Executive Vice President	Elizabeth Murillo
Hi guys. I hope you are having a great Monday. Kinda like what Evelia said, not many updates. Just wanted to say that we still only have two SOF applications, so if you’re part of a student org and you’re the Finance Chair or Treasurer (etc, etc.), encourage your clubs to apply for money, cause we have money to give. The SOF Committee is having its first meeting this Thursday, so we can finally approve people for some money. Other than that, that’s all I have. I yield. 

Communications Vice President		Katie Breck
Hi, everyone. I don’t have too much today either. So, the first thing I have on here is Alex, Dillian, and I are working on an initiative about a resource guide to be put on our website and social media, just compiling different resources from organizations on campus and in Milwaukee, so we’ll probably be giving more updates on that. Just a couple other things: so our first MU Spotlight video was posted yesterday, so expect more to come either monthly or biweekly. We’re still deciding on that as well. There’s going to be another giveaway, actually soon, confidence box thing didn’t really work out, so we’re going to do something else, and then just keep checking our social media for updates regarding events and programs this week. There’s going to be a lot of new posts coming out , too and then, a couple of posts about “What are ID cards?”, and then the last thing is if anyone has any ideas or wants to meet with me and discuss any ideas that they have on [meaning about] social media or our website, let me know, and with that I yield. 

Program Vice President	Alex Schmidt
Hello, everyone. I hope you had a great and safe weekend, for everyone who is still in quarantine or isolation, thinking about you. Only a few updates [from me] as well. Programs, coming up yesterday, was the care package pickup. There are a few extras, so if you’re interested, let me know. You can click email, and I think I’ve put my number into the chat before. Also, welcoming two new program coordinators this week, so super excited to get them started. Saturday we have a DIY Tie-Dye face mask event pick up, so be on the lookout for that on social media, it’s going to be super fun, and then fingers crossed: we’re supposed to have our speaker on Sunday. Contracts are still being looked over, so hopefully that pulls through. Super excited, the speaker’s going to be great, not allowed to tell you who it is yet, but, I think that is all I have. As always, if you ever have any questions, ideas, anything that you are wondering about, Program-related or just MUSG related, or anything in general, email me, call me, and with that I yield.  

Financial Vice President	Joel John
Yeah, [I have something] but first, I just want to say happy birthday to Joseph, even though he is not here. [some words I couldn’t make sense of], so happy birthday Joseph! Now, for the Finance Office. So, hello everybody. This Thursday I’ll be presenting the budget to E-Board, just so all the officers can touch base on the budget as it is, so next Monday you can expect me to present the budget to all of you so that you can see, hopefully, some cools things. I hope you think they’re cool things that we are doing with the budget. But, I’ll show you what’s going on with the budget next week. Do you guys have any questions about what that means, or any questions about the budget at all, just let me know, and with that I yield. 
Outreach Vice President	Dillon Lively 
	(President Guerrero)
Hi everyone. This would be Dillon, OVP, Lively talking to you all, but she just has one update. The first is the DESJ meeting this Wednesday. DESJ is the Diversity, Equity, and Social Justice Committee that we have. It’s on Wednesdays at 6 pm. Dillon will be sending the Teams link in the MUSG GroupMe at some point this week, and they will be discussing ideas for the committee this week, so just reach out to her if you are interested in the committee, or if you would like to be added to the member’s list, but again the link with be in the GroupMe for everyone to access. With that I yield.

Legislative Clerk	Chris Ibitoye
[Nothing]

Legislative Vice President	Bella Hennessy 
This is my first meeting as LVP, so I am still learning the ropes and everything, and I thank everyone for their support and nice thoughts as I’m stilling everything. And also, I’m going to work on approving senators this week. [accident involving hand up] We only have about half of our senate seats filled, so hopefully I can get those all appointed so we can all have, you know, a big group to go off of. 

Advisor		Demetria Anderson
Hi friends. So actually I am in the car right now, but just definitely keep up the great work, and for senators who are able to join the 6 o’clock conversation with John Sioux [guessed spelling] to talk about or get some feedback related to the potential spring academic calendar, thank you for taking the time to do that. Bella, I did see your email earlier today, so I will respond to you about setting up our time together. Also want to give a huge shoutout to Alex. She definitely represented MUSG and Programs very well, helping to facilitate all things Homecoming this year, so definitely should be proud and give her a huge round of applause for stepping in to help facilitate the first actually student-led Homecoming experience, so hopefully we will be able to do more of that with Homecoming efforts for next year. Outside of that, just want to say please continue to hunker down. The weather is getting a little iffy, it will start changing. Make sure you keep wearing your masks and encouraging your peers and colleagues to do the same, and with that, I yield to the chair.	

5. Committee Reports					
Academics 							
Business and Administration			       	
Student Life 									
Student Organizations 					

6. All-University Committee Reports

7. Approval of Minutes
· LVP Hennessy: Now we will move on to the minutes from 9.28.20, so I am looking for someone to make a motion to approve the minutes.
· Senator Atta: Motion to approve the minutes.
· LVP Hennessy: Alright, great. Looking for a second.
· Ellie O’Brian: Second.
· LVP Hennessy: So, all those in favor can type yes into the chat really quick. We would normally say aye, but I can’t really hear all of you.
Motion Approved
8. Business
· PPT Elections
· What is PPT?
· LVP Hennessy: First, I’ll go over what the President Pro Tempore is. Evelia sent it out in an email, but if you guys didn’t read it, “the President Pro Tempore shall assist in the discharge of duties of the Legislative Vice President, and in the event of a leave of absence shall assume the duties of the Legislative Vice President. They have the power to vote as a member of any senate committee, in the event that the LVP deems the presence of the PPT necessary to establish a 2/3 majority in a given committee, and they also will ensure the accordance of senate procedures by the LVP and will bring to the attention of the assembly any significant violation.” So, basically the PPT is the right hand person to me, the LVP, and assists me with [my] duties, and also help oversee the standing committees, which Evelia will talk about later, and provide ideas and motivation for the committees, and they make sure we are following the appropriate parliamentary procedure.  
· Nominations
· LVP Hennessy: So, now we would start nominations. Does anyone have anyone they would like to nominate? Or you can nominate yourself. [Random small talk.] Anybody?
· Senator Laudolff: I would like to nominate Cameron Heiser.
· LVP Hennessy: Ok, thank you Nicole.
· Senator Laudolff: Yeah, no problem.
· LVP Hennessy: Anyone else? If you’re debating just go for it. Alright.
· Senator Gray: Actually, I’ll jump in, why not? 
· LVP Hennessy: Ok, who said that? Abby? Thank you, Abby. So, anybody else? Last call. It’s really fun. You get to hang out with me a lot.
· Senator Flauerity: I’ll run.
· LVP Hennessy: Was that Nancy?
· Senator Flauerity: Yeah, it was Nancy.
· LVP Hennessy: Alright. Is that everyone? I want to make sure everyone can run if they want to. Alright, so does everybody [meaning Senator Heiser] accept their nominations? 
· Senator Heiser: Yeah, I accept.
· LVP Hennessy: Ok. So, now you guys can give a quick one minute speech why you should be the next PPT. I guess we’ll start with Abby.
· Nominee Speeches
· Senator Gray: Ok, hi. I think I would be best fit for this position because I bring a fresh new perspective to everything, I’m open to new ideas, I’m a very inclusive person, and I always try to be as present as I can in MUSG, and I’m really excited to see where the future goes in terms of my participation in MUSG, so I think this would be a great start, and I’m really excited to see what happens.
· Senator Flaurity: Hi, just a quick refresher. I’m Nancy Flaurity. I’m a freshman Cobeen Residential Hall senator. I’m used to being in a lot of different activities, I’m great at adapting to different scenarios and situations, and really taking hold and listening to others, communicating clearly and listening to different perspectives, etc. I believe I would be a great fit for this position because I have qualities of good communication and good at adapting, so, yeah.
· Senator Heiser: Ok, so I’m a freshman and I’m a senator for the Business College, and I think I would be a good fit because I like to be really organized. I like talking with a bunch of people, and I think it would be a cool stepping stone to just having a little bit more responsibility as a freshman and get more involved with MUSG, and work with somebody else and learn the ropes, so that later on I can go and do more stuff, so I would like it.
· Questions
· LVP Hennessy: Thank you Cameron. Alright, looking for a motion to move into questioning:
· Senator O’Brian: Motion to move into questioning.
· LVP Hennessy: Alright. Second?
· Senator Laudolff: I second that. 
· LVP Hennessy: Alright, so senators, ask your questions. An I guess E-Board, if you want. 
· Senator Atta: For all the nominees, what is one goal that you would have as PPT?
· LVP Hennessy: Alright, we’ll just start in the same order. Abby?
· Senator Gray: Ok, I think that is a great question. I would say probably my biggest goal is to learn, because I know I’m an imperfect person. I always make goals for myself, but I think it’s most important that I learn skills to bring into MUSG to make it better. Another goal that I would have is to contribute. I know that sometimes just sometimes in past student governments I have been in there have been large groups of people that don’t really do anything, and I really intend to not be that person and to really be proactive in terms of my participation in MUSG.
· LVP Hennessy: Thank you. Nancy?
· Senator Flaurity: So, a lot of times when we are talking as a student government, there’s a lot of new discussions about diversity [and] inclusion, especially in this upcoming 2020-2021 school year. Something that I am passionate about that I think gets lost in the conversation is disability advocacy, so [in] my role as the PPT I guess, I would really focus on trying to bring in that perspective to other committees as well, and make sure that is something that is something concurrent [?] that people remember in our duties as a student government, because I feel like it is often overlooked. Not only that, but I also don’t have a problem reaching out and communicating with other members who maybe tend to not interact as much. I have no problem bringing in other people or getting people motivated to really participate, so those are the two goals I specifically have for the role of the PPT.
· LVP Hennessy: Ok, and Cameron.
· Senator Heiser: Ok, I think my biggest goal would definitely be getting the word out about MUSG and having more than just senators at the Senate meeting, have students with concerns come to the Senate meeting and having their voices heard and just knowing that it is a place for everybody to go and not just if you are in MUSG.
· LVP Hennessy: Ok great. Do we have any other questions for our candidates?
· Senator Cruz: Sure, I have a question. So…
· Advisor Anderson: I have a question for our candidates. 
· LVP Hennessy: Yes, Demetria, did you want to say something?
· Advisor Anderson: [Initial audio trouble] 
· LVP Hennessy: Demetria, you’re breaking up a little. Christian, you can ask your question and then we can go back to Demetria.
· Senator Cruz: So the PPT works alongside the LVP, which is Bella. What are your biggest strengths that would really help Bella accomplish her goals/be a really good team?
· LVP Hennessy: Reverse order now, Cameron?
· Senator Heiser: I think that my biggest strength that would allow Bella and I to be a good team is I’m really good with communication and just working and trying to compromise with anybody that I am working with, and just developing a really good work relationship and personal relationship with the people that I am working with.
· LVP Hennessy: Ok, Nancy?
· Senator Flaurity: One thing that I bring to the table is that I am a good listener. I like listening to people, and I feel like especially because you are technically supposed to be the right hand man, you’re kind of listening to what’s going on, what kind of best position you are fit in whatever scenario, so I think my ability to adapt and also listen to whatever is going on would be a particular strength in working with Bella.
· LVP Hennessy: And Abby?
· Senator Gray: So, I think the two most important things I bring to the table are an underlying passion that I have just for working with other people and really getting to know the campus and to get to know the issues at hand, and to also to get to know the Senate and the demands that the Senate also has, I would say just an underlying passion for that want for communication is something that I think would be very helpful. Second, I am very open to all ideas. I think that Bella can probably teach me a lot, and I think that’s really important going forward, that if I do continue in MUSG, which I hope so, I think that it is really important for someone to have an open mind to go into this position, and be open to learn from Bella, her being a senior, and I think that would be really important.
· LVP Hennessy: Alright. Demetria, did you want to ask your question now?
· Advisor Anderson: Yes, I am back in the house. So, my question for our candidates: what you see the role of Marquette University Student Government being for students on campus, and then in that respect, how do you see this position being a large part in that role? Does that question make sense? Ok.
· LVP Hennessy: Ok. Cameron?
· Senator Heiser: Ok, so I kinda talked about this before, but I see student government as just being a helping hand with students and a place where they can go if they’re concerned about anything, or if a club needs funding, and then I see this role as a big part of it, because you kinda the right hand man, and you need to help get things done, and make sure we’re ready for any question the students have and make sure that they know we’re here for them and that we are listening and that [we will?] get everything done.
· LVP Hennessy: Thank you. Nancy?
· Senator Flaurity: I see student government’s role as a voice for the students, but that doesn’t mean just the kids who are in a certain major area or in one of the schools that [have more students]. I see in this role specifically you’re overseeing a bunch of different committees. That means you’re working with and see over a range of different people. I feel like when you work for a role in student government, which is the voice of students, as your role of the PPT, you are also listening to those individual voices, specifically in committees, and can better represent student government by understanding the voices across the board of not only committees but all the students here on campus.
· LVP Hennessy: Thank you. Abby?
· Senator Gray: I would say the role of MUSG is to act as an advocacy network. I see that MUSG works as a voice for students, but it also works as a proactive thing, not just to listen, but also to act. I think as being the right hand man to the LVP, I feel that it is so important that we listen, but we also recommend action as well, and I think that working together as a team helps to bring in different voices, because obvious a monolith is never helpful, so I think having multiple voices integrated into this role is really important, and I think someone who is open and empathetic is also important to have in that position. 
· LVP Hennessy: Alright, thank you, that was three questions for candidates, so now I’m looking for a motion to move into voting. 
· Motion to Vote
· Senator Cruz: Motion to go into voting.
· LVP Hennessy: Looking for a second?
· Advisor Anderson: Point of information, I’m checking with Jen Reid, and she is actually setting up a quick [word I couldn’t make out]. She says there’s supposed to be an instant runoff, so she’s doing that literally as we speak. But continue with you motion for sure.
· LVP Hennessy: Looking for a second.
· Senator O’Brian: Second. 
· [Figuring Out How to Do Runnoff and moving candidates to different room, then proceeded to vote]
· Vote
· New PPT is Senator Cameron Heiser!
· Acceptance Speech: Thank you. This is my freshman year, so I am happy to take on the extra responsibility and get to learn MUSG better, and I’m excited.
· Committee and Initiative Preferences
· Background
· President Guerrero: Hi friends. I have a quick presentation for you all about the standing committees. [Setup] Ok, for Senate we have four standing committees within the big group of Senate, and this is something that you will get sorted into and get a chance to learn a little bit more about them so that we can sort you in. And so, standing committees in the Senate are  really kind of advocacy groups that work on specific initiatives, and so the committee descriptions that you got that I sent to you all kind of have general, vague descriptions, but they are vague because we want senators to expand on it and have the leeway to develop their own ideas and initiatives, so we are really just proving a general focus. You as senators all have the freedom to develop your own ideas within it. So, the first committee we have is academics. So it’s majors and minors, the Core, tutoring services such as the writing center [etc.]. You will work directly with the Academic Administrators of Marquette to ensure that students have quality academic offerings and research new offerings, and revise the Core in any way you can. So in the past, the committee has worked on credit hour requirements for different majors, adding new majors and minors, assessing the core curriculum, advocating for a day off for democracy, [etc.] The Student Life Committee deals with the out of classroom experience of students, working with the Programs Department, Campus Ministry, Campus Safety, [Areas of work include dining hall hour changes, co-ed dorms, etc.] [B and A deals with issues such as university vendor relationships, university administrative support areas, and changes to MUSG Governing Documents] [Student Organizations Committee works with student orgs][footnoteRef:2] [2:  This was getting long, I broke] 

· Survey
· Set up leadership for committee
· Creating initiative committees
· Passion projects
9. Announcements
· From anyone about anything
· None

10. Adjournment 
· Motion to adjourn
· Cruz motioned.
· Someone (PPT Heiser?) seconded.
· Senate approved, meeting over.
