Started with attendance, see roster for records
Initial Announcements
Andy Braztz: Ok, so, there really isn’t a forum for concerned students, so moving on to officer reports. Evalia?
Evelia Guerrero: Hello everyone. Hope you are all doing well. Not too many updates. If you haven’t been added to the GroupMe Ill put the link in the chat again so that everyone can join. And two, be on the lookout for a google form I am going to send out to help us do a formal roster of everyone in the org. I’ll send that out. It will just include name, email, birthday, a couple of those questions. Just make sure you fill it out. If not, I’ll hunt you down and make sure you do. There should be more next week, and with that I yield.
Andy Braatz: Alright. Elizabeth?
Elizabeth Murillo: Hi everyone. I also don't have any updates but I just wanna say a quick thank you for a very successful retreat and a huge thank you especially to our advisors who planned it. It was great seeing you guys outside of a Senate meeting and it made me more excited to be working with you all. We have a very strong and motivated team this year so I'm looking forward to accomplishing a lot together. I also want to say that I reached out to contact from ORL to see what we as amnesty can do to support our Cobeen friends who are currently quarantined so if you have any cool ideas for what we could do, feel free to drop them I'm in the GroupMe and if you still aren't in the group chat course Evelia said she will resend out that link but other than that that's all I have hopefully in the next week or two will get the SOF committee rolling so we can get some money out student boards but other than that I yield. 
Andy Braatz: Thank you. Katie?
Katie Breck: Hi everyone. on yeah I don’t have too much either but I'm just wanna reiterate what Elizabeth said. Thank you guys so much for an awesome retreat. I really enjoyed getting similar view and connect with all of you. I think I'm really excited for this year and have everyone on MUSG on this thing. So I know I mentioned last week a giveaway coming up soon with the company called confidence box soap, so be on the lookout for that, should be pretty exciting. Also, we have like more research videos on the way so filming one AMU and then within the writing center as well book drive is running and kind of like joint publicity with this week so about that coming out as well and then the last thing I have is so we're going to start promoting Senate meeting a little bit more and trying to get students like we're concerned about battle so they can answer attacking Senate meetings as well but that's all I have so with that I yield.
Andy Braatz: Thank you. Alex?
Alex Schmidt: Hello everyone. I hope you're having a great start to your week so far. Again, like Elizabeth said,  thank you so much for everyone who participated in the retreat. [It] was a lot of fun. Not too many updates either, just [a] big weekend coming up with homecoming so be on the lookout for updates about those events and then there should be a lot of fun stuff. I'm really looking forward to it, and Elizabeth also mentioned a little bit something we're talking about trying to figure out logistics for is like a care package or something for everyone in Cobeen and then something for like a “Congrats, you made it for!” for Schreoder so going to be working on that and then hopefully we can get something kind of routine going so for the rest of the semester. I mean, fingers crossed no one else goes into isolation or anything but just trying to prepare ourselves in case they do so we can help support them as best we can. As always, feel free to reach out. Email me, text me, call me for any questions [and] ideas about anything. Oh, and also, officially we are taking on two new program coordinators. I just let them know today, so very excited for them, and yeah, with that I yield.
Andy Braztz: Thank you. Joel, any updates? 
Joel John: Yeah, not much going on with the Finance Office. We’ve gotten back into the habit recently of doing our reimbursement process for the semester, which is nice. We gave our first check today to a student org, which is beautiful, so Elizabeth, there’s some money we’ve been giving out to a student org. Like EVP Murillo said, the SOF committee will begin in a week or two, so if you’re interested in being a part of that, please reach out. Yeah, that’s all. With that, I yield.
Andy Braatz: Dillon, do you have any updates?
Dillon Lively: Hi, everybody. It was nice to meet you during the retreat, meeting y’all outside of senate, and getting to know a little bit about who we all are and what you are interested in. I really only have one update. As I mentioned the last Senate meeting, we are having the Community Engagement Committee and the Diversity, Equity, and Social Justice Committee meetings. So CEC is having its first meeting on Wednesday at 6 pm, and then DESJ will be having its first meeting the following Wednesday on the 7th. I’ll be adding those links to the MUSG GroupMe before they come up. If you guys are interested in those, you can reach out to me and learn a little be about what they are about. That’s all I have. With that, I yield. 
Andy Braatz: Chris, do you have any updates you want to share? 
Chris Ibitoye: Sure. Just a few things of note. First of all, I think we still have several senate seats available. [Received visual confirmation from Andrew Braatz] I know that I largely got involved and then stayed in MUSG due to the people I know from EOP and Model UN. For a lot of people, the path to MUSG is a welcome hand offered by a friend. Also, notes for attendance: if you are a senator, please email the LVP or myself to give us a headsup if you are going to be absent. We are not usually that strict with what counts as an excused vs unexcused absence, but we do need to know. Executive board members should email an advisor or Evalia. Evalia, you likely have your own thing. So yeah, I guess that’s all. With that, I yield.
Andy Braatz: So it’s my turn to come up with an update. I don’t really have any updates. I’m excited for today. We are going to have SOF elections today, as well as LVP elections.  It should be a hoot and a holler. With that, I recognize Demetria for updates. [Silence] It doesn’t look like Demetria is in the meeting.
Tiffany Fulford: She is not here.
Andy Braatz: Alright, Tiffany, do you have any updates?
Tiffany Fulford: Thank you for passing on to me. Only update I have is that the town hall for Marquette was today. If you have any questions about what was mentioned, or if you don’t understand something, just let the advisors know, and we can help clarify anything. In addition, if you were able to catch it, the shorthand will be out in Marquette Today tomorrow. Other than that, Homecoming is this week, starting the 30th/1st with the royalty stuff and RHA stuff, and then starting the 1st will be our weekend stuff and big events, so that’s pretty much it. I yield.
Andy Braatz: Jess, do you have any updates?
Jess Burkart: No updates outside of what Tiffany shared. I would really encourage folks to go back and listen to the town hall. Really helpful information, especially in making decisions moving forward. Just to reiterate the ideas about Homecoming, there are plenty of opportunities to support and staff in ways the committee with reach out and let you know shortly, so keep that in mind. Otherwise, a big thanks to those who were able to come to the retreat. [I yield.]

Committee Matters, Attendance, and SOF Voting
Andy Braatz: Anybody have any Outreach, Council, or All-University Committee reports? Not sure if that’s started up yet, but… [silence] Not hearing any… So, the attendance policy. We will discuss a little bit. As Chris said, you just really need to email us. If you don’t email us, it’s an unexcused absence. And if you have, Chris, correct me if I’m wrong, it’s three unexcused absences, right? Before you’re removed? [Visual confirmation from Chris] I don’t want to have to remove anybody from Senate, so please, please email. Just give us a heads up, and it will be all good. Does anybody have any questions about attendance? Not hearing any, we will move on to SOF Committee elections. So I’ve received three people who expressed interest That would be Cory Forbes, Sierra Jones, and Cameron Heiser. Is anybody else interested in serving on the SOF Committee? Come on it's really fun.
Bella Hennessy: I will. 
Andy Braatz: Are you a residential or academic senator?
Bella Hennessy: Residential.
Andy Braatz: Residential. So, now I have two residential senators and two academic senators who have expressed interest. If no one else expresses interest, we can –
Abby Gray: Can you explain a little bit about what SOF is?
Andy Braatz: Sure. So, SOF is the Student Organization Funding Committee. They oversee a large budget, and they help distribute that money among clubs with the EVP and the FVP.
Abby Gray: Ok, thank you.
Andy Braatz: And also serving on the committee I believe is the…ok, so, anybody else interested? Not seeing any, do I have a motion to go into debate or even voting procedure right away?
Cory Forbes: Motion to go into voting procedure right away.
Andy Braatz: Not sure if there is a “raise your hand function” in this chat. All in favor, raise your hands physically, or there’s a thumbs up. You can do that too.
Evelia Guerrero: If you click on participants on the bottom row/strip, it pops up and you can raise your hand if you want to. You can see mine as an example
Votes counted, motion passes
Andy Braatz: I would say that not enough people voted, so all those in favor of having all of the candidates that we have for SOF?
Votes counted, candidates approved[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This ended up being a painfully long process, as we did not have a formal system for voting on Zoom calls in place. For future reference, select yes for Aye, no for Nay, and a hand raised for abstentions. Matters of procedure cannot be abstained. ] 

LVP Election
Andrew Braatz: So I will send out an email to the new SOF Committee members. I’ll cc the EVP and the FVP so that they know who they are going to be working with, and I wish you all great success this year with SOF. Moving on, I think the next thing on the agenda is the LVP election. First, do I have any questions about the position? I don’t see any, so I will be looking for nominations.
Unknown senator: I would like to nominate Cameron Heiser. 
Andrew Braatz: Do I hear a second?
Alex Schmidt: Andy, I believed someone gave a yes in the participant thing. I don’t know if that is intended to be a second.
Chris Ibitoye: Those might be leftovers from the vote. Actually, with that in mind, can everyone please uncheck yes so we can get ready for the next vote? That would be great. And then, if you want to second, please say it verbally.
Andy Braatz: Does anybody second?
Corey Forbes: I second.
Andy Braatz: Sounds good. Any other nominations for LVP? Well, I got some good news. It appears Teams has been restored, so…not seeing any other nominations.
Yasmeen Atta: I nominate Bella. 
Andy Braatz: Sounds good. Do I hear a second?
Nicole Laudolff: I’ll second.
Andy Braatz: Sounds good. Do I hear any other nominations?
Christian Cruz: I would like to nominate Ellie O’Brian.
Andy Braatz: Do I hear a second? Also Chris, I should note, I hope you are writing these names down. 
Ann Bertane: I second the nomination of Ellie O’Brian.
Andy Braatz: Sounds good. Are there any other nominations? 
Alex Schmidt: Is E-Board allowed to nominate? I’m honestly not sure.
Andrew Braatz: I’m not sure. I would say probably not. Any other nominations. Seeing none, do I hear a motion to go into questions…
Grace Thompson: Sorry. Can I nominate Yasmeen?
Andy Braatz: Yes you can. Do I hear a second?
Unknown senator: I second it. 
Andy Braatz: Sounds good. Are there any other nominations? Not seeing any, I believe we go into a period where senators ask questions about the candidates. I will be starting on my right, which doesn’t really mean anything in this context. Raise your hand in the chat if you have a question for any or all of the candidates. 
Joel John: Are we allowed to ask questions too, or is this a senator/senate only thing?
Andy Braatz: I believe anybody can ask questions, but I see Abby has her hands raised.
Abby Gray: I will pose a question. Why are you best fit for this position?
Andy Braatz: So we will start with Cameron. 
Cameron Heiser: I think I am best fit for this position because I am normally a really organized person, and I would also like to take on some more leadership within the Senate, learn more about everybody, and work closely with everybody and get to know them better, and then listen to what they have to bring to the table. With that, I yield.
Andy Braatz: I have already forgotten who else was nominated.
Ellie O’Brian: I was nominated, I can go. 
Andy Braatz: Ok.
Ellie O’Brian: I've been in Senate for two years now and I've just been a senator and I'd be happy to take more responsibility now as a junior, and I would also like to get more involved because I feel like I’ve just been on the surface a little bit, and I’m not sure how to find more involvement but I think this should give it to me. 
Chris Ibitoye: Do you want me to just… I have a list of the nominees. Do you want me to just pick one to go next?
Andy Braatz: Sure.
Chris Ibitoye: Bella, I believe you were next nominated, so you can go. 
Bella Hennessy: Hi everyone. My name is Bella, if you don’t already know me. I am a senior now. I’ve been in student government all for years except for last semester, and I came back because I really missed student government, because it’s where I built a community and I really care about this organization. I love the impact it has in the community. I’ve seen three different presidencies go through, and being a part of that process and working closely with E-Board has really been an awesome experience, so to continue to be a part of that would be amazing.  
Chris Ibitoye: Ok, thank you, and last, but certainly not least, Yasmeen Atta.
Yasmeen Atta: Hello, I’m Yasmeen. I’m the senator for the College of Nursing. I think it was Grace that nominated me and I don’t know who seconded it, but thank you. I’m honored.  My heart filled, but I will not be able to take on the position right now. I already know I won’t be able to. I don’t know if it’s a thing to turn nominations down, but that is my take currently, if that’s ok. 
Andy Braatz: You do have the right to refuse the nomination.
Yasmeen Atta: Cool, alright. 
Andy Braatz: Are there any other questions?
Joel John: I have a question Andy. For all the candidates, what do you plan to change within your role as LVP?
Andy Braatz: We can start with Cameron again.
Cameron Heiser: So, I don’t know exactly what I plan to change, but I just want to make it so that anybody with any issues felt comfortable with coming forward and talking about what they want to change and if they have a concern about something, that they wouldn’t feel bad or intimidated with approaching me and that I would be open and willing to listen to everything and with that, I yield.
Andy Braatz: Ok, Bella?
Bella Hennessy: I would fit the role well, and when I think of LVP, I think of Dan Brophy. If you don’t know, he was previously LVP. He was a role model to me. He was such a hard worker, so I would hope to carry on that legacy of being a really hard worker, and my personality type is to never talk until I have sucked up all the air in the room. I’m definitely gonna call and let each senator have their voice, and I would hope amplify each of the voices and concerns in Senate, among concerned students, and in the population as a whole. 
Andy Braatz: Sounds good. Ellie?
Ellie O’Brian: So, I would hope that I’d be able to help senators connect to their constituents more. I mentioned this in our first meeting: I felt that in my past years as a senator, it’s been difficult to connect with (for me) the Business students, and I want campus to feel more inclusive in the sense that anyone can reach out with a concern. So yeah, I would hope I could help senators provide that bridge for other students.
Andy Braatz: Thank you. Are there any other questions? Katie, I see you have your hand raised.
Katie Breck: Yeah, sorry. So yeah, just another question for all of the candidates. Currently, what is your biggest critique of MUSG, and in your role as LVP, how would you work to improve things?
Ellie O’Brian: I would say a critique is (and honestly I have found myself guilty of this) not stepping up as a senator within certain issues in MUSG, and I want to help all senators feel comfortable stepping up. I know that especially when I first started, I was all, “I’m only a freshman, I can’t say anything yet”, but I would hope that as LVP I could help everyone to feel comfortable speaking out about anything or just throw an idea out, so maybe I could make it just more (not that it’s not welcoming already) but just more comfortable for everybody.
Andy Braatz: Bella?
Bella Hennessy: So, what I would want to change about student government is make sure we’re more connected with Marquette students. I know that a lot of other Marquette students don’t understand exactly what student government does and its impact, so I would hope to get the word out there more so we don’t have open senate seats and vacancies, there can actually be some competition, because I feel like more people need to be aware of the impact student government has and the power that they can take by being in senate, and also I work in the Finance Department historically, and for SOF, I would want to make sure all the funding practices are equal and that we get better at tracking it. Carlos, our previous Financial Vice President, was starting to do some of that, and Joel is carrying on that legacy, so hopefully we can do more of that work too.
Andy Braatz: Cameron?
Cameron Heiser: My biggest thing with MUSG would be getting the word out and letting all students at Marquette know about it, because I am a freshman and I didn’t actually know that I could run for a senate seat until I was filling out the ballot and it said, “If you’re interested, just put down your email”,  so I just want to get the word out and then I want all students at Marquette to want to come and figure out what student government does and be a real part of voicing their concerns and conveying what they want to us so we can do what our constituents want, and that’s about it, so with that I yield.
 Andy Braatz: Do I hear any other questions? Not seeing any, do I hear a motion to go into debate?
Cory Forbes: Motion to go into debate.
Andy Braatz: Do I hear a second?
Abby Gray: Second.
Andy Braatz: Ok. Can I please ask the candidates to go into the waiting room, I guess? If that’s possible?
Alex Schmidt: I can send them to it. I can do that right now.
Andy Braatz: Ok. Thank you. Does anybody want to speak in favor or against a candidate?
Grace Thompson: I would love to speak in favor of Ellie O’Brian. I think she’s very passionate, from what it sounds like, and I know I’ve talked to her outside the meetings, and I think she would really fit this position well. She’s a great leader, especially for the College of Business, and I think giving her some more power this year, she could definitely handle the workload, and I think she is super deserving. Alright, I yield.
Andy Braatz: Do I hear any other speeches in favor or against any of the candidates? 
Yasmeen Atta: May I speak on behalf of Bella?
Andy Braatz: Yes.
Yasmeen Atta: So, I know that Bella has a lot of experience with MUSG in the past, and I met her through MUSG and I know that her concerns are genuine. I feel like she will make actual improvements to student government and make it better for not only current but also future members and make changes that will last for years to come. That’s how I see who Bella is. With that, I yield.
Andy Braatz: Thank you. Does anybody else want to speak in favor or against any of the candidates? 
Sierra Jones: I would like to speak in favor of Bella. I’ve known her since freshman year. She’s always been a very hard worker, at least ever since I’ve known her. She’s been dealing with SOF, and the LVP is a big part of that, so I think that she’s great, and will be able to continue doing what she’s been doing and will be great at focusing on her job. With that I yield.
Andy Braatz: Thank you. Does anybody else want to speak in favor or against any of the candidates?
Ann Bertane: I would also like to speak in favor of Ellie O’Brian. Kinda going off out what Grace said, I think that Ellie’s just looking for more responsibility and looking to take on a bigger leadership role within MUSG. She mentioned in her talk that she’s been a senator for 2 years, and I just know that she’s really passionate about MUSG, and talking to her outside of it I know she been mentioning to me she’s really ready to take the next step, and with that I yield.
Andy Braatz: Does anybody else want to speak in favor or against any of the candidates? Not seeing any, do I see a motion to end debate and go into voting?
Ann Bertane: Motion to end debate and go into voting. 
Abby Gray: Second.
Andy Braatz: Ok, so, we will send you a Google link, where you can vote on the candidates. 
Chris Ibitoye: Wait, how do you want to do that, cause I have the link and can copy and paste it to the chat. Do you want me to do that, or…
Evelia Guerrero: The link is out already. 
Chris Ibitoye: Oh is it out already?
Evelia Guerrero: Yes. E-Board does not vote. E-Board, do not vote.
Andy Braatz: Are you sure I can’t vote? I’ll add my own name in.
Chris Ibitoye: Andy, I added a second question to prevent specifically that. Yeah, I thought ahead.
Yasmeen Atta: For name and constituents, is that just our position? You’re on mute, Chris.
Chris Ibitoye: Yes. So if you represent Cobeen or Off-Campus, just say that, just so I can keep track of who’s actually voting, or we rather.
Votes counted, Bella Hennessy won (Hennessy 7, O’Brian 4, Heiser 2)
Victory Speech By LVP Hennessy: An acceptance speech. Well, I’m excited, and I know Cameron and Ellie did a great job and I’m so excited to continue to work with them.
Joel John: Congratulations [?]), Bella!
Andrew Braatz: So, after the LVP elections, we move on to announcements. Does anybody have any announcements they wanna make?
Chris Ibitoye: Actually, question. Andrew, does that mean you are done with MUSG at this point then, or…?
Andrew Braatz: Yes, it does.
Evelia Guerrero: Andy will be around to help transition Bella, so this is his last week in MUSG.
Andrew Braatz: Any other announcements? If not, I will look for a motion to adjourn.
Christian Cruz: Motion to adjourn.
Andrew Braatz: Ok, anyone second?
Corey Forbes: Second.
Chris Ibitoye: There was a second.
Andrew Braatz: Ok, everyone who wants to adjourn, press the green check “yes”  button in the chat or participant area.
Voting Procedure, Ayes carry, Meeting adjourned
Notes from the Clerk
1. As I just remembered, due to an amendment made last year, I also perform the duties previously under the title of Parliamentarian. As such, I have the duty to make sure Robert’s Rules are followed and just generally help make sure the meetings run as smoothly as possible. In addition, I am the person taking the most detailed look at the recordings due to having to type out minutes. In light of both of these facts, I will be adding observations, notes, and suggestions to the end of minutes for future improvements. I do not intend to be mean, and I will not call out individuals.
2. There needs to be some system of “calling” on people to avoid them talking over each other. Traditionally, the LVP and/or PPT would do that, but that is more difficult over chat. At the same time, if we take parliamentary procedure seriously at all, we need to set up a system.
3. With that in mind, we also need to set up a voting system for Microsoft Teams. We already have one for Zoom, and I can throw together something on Google Forms if I get a heads-up, but still, something on Microsoft would be good.
4. In the future, we probably should not approve candidates in bulk. Unless I am mistaken, according to Robert’s Rules, if not the Constitution, we are supposed to approve them one at a time. Now, we can in theory also make a separate motion to vote on a group of things together as one motion/amendment/approval/etc., but once again, that would require a separate motion.
5. We should not assume that everyone approves everything. I am glad that people on MUSG agree on stuff, and I do not want us to become the US Congress. At the same time, I would also not like us to become a hive mind and/or rubber stamp. The assumptions demonstrated regarding the approval of the candidates that I observed could be interpreted as signs of a culture of conformity in MUSG, and that is a bit disheartening. Even at the time, I spoke out, and I am speaking out now. To be clear, I am sure that the SOF members will do a great job, and if everyone agrees, that’s great. However, space must be left for respectful disagreement.
6. We need more senators.
7. Nominations, motions, etc. have to be verbal. The chat can be used for limited side conversations, light meme-making, links*, voting procedures requiring a yes or no answer*, and usage by those without a working microphone*[footnoteRef:2]. I will explain limits and caveats on Monday. [2:  Starred points as essential functions of chat.] 

a. Senators need to make clear that their mic isn’t working via email or through the chat. Otherwise, they may not be recognized. 
8. There should probably be some sort of time limit for waiting for nominations, motions,  seconding, etc. This process took way too long when getting candidates for LVP. 
9. Starting next week, we should probably start getting used to addressing people by their title. I didn’t do that here, admittedly, but still, a goal for the future. 
10. Remember to say “With that, I yield” when you finish speaking. 
11. A special thanks to Andy for filling in the role of LVP over the summer. You were a great boss! As for Bella Hennessy, welcome to the Legislative Department. I look forward to working with you, Madam LVP.
