MUSG Senate 2014-15
Marquette University Student Government

Monday, March 2nd, 2015
8:00 PM – AMU 227
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Reflection
A. Senator DiVittorio
B. Work hard with intention, and don’t be afraid to ask for help! Take care of yourself and be mindful of those around you. 
4. Dear MKE


5. Forum for Concerned Students

6. [bookmark: spnTN]Presentations 
A. Neighborhood Excellence Committee, Good Tenant Sub-committee members
1. Dr. Dan Bergen: Big thanks to MUSG for being so positive this year. Last August we formed this committee (comprised of students from MUSG and several property owners and managers and Marquette administrators). Idea was to create a group to serve an advisory role and look at Marquette neighborhood in an intentional way. Subcommittees have been looking at good neighbor designation, good tenant program, and safety and community building. Developing programs and ideas, and tonight you will hear about one of the subcommittees and a program we’ll launch next fall. 24 criteria for designation committee assessing property owners for those criteria. I’ll be back March 30th to get feedback on those criteria and questions. 
2. Julia & Andrew: Good tenant training day program. Students living off campus would go through a training program to learn how to be better tenants so you have a better living situation and know what to expect. We don’t want any misunderstandings so that is what this is for. After training you get a good tenant status which could be given to different landlords. Students would have more knowledge or rights and responsibilities of tenants, less calls and headaches for property owners, and tenants would take better care of landlord property. Different incentives we have thought about for this training (waive security deposit, 2% off rent, priority choice). Sept 36 and Oct 24, 4 hours each (only attend 1). Training includes guest presenters for specific topics (off campus safety, tenant rights and lease understanding, how to take care of an apartment, budgeting and bill payment, conduct in off campus housing). Quiz after session to demonstrate understanding – if you pass you will be mailed a certificate that you could show other landlords. Advertising would fall on MUSG.
A) PPT Manjee: how long does the good tenant label last?
a. Once you do it, you don’t have to do it again or renew it every year. It’s up for debate what happens if you don’t act as a good tenant after you have taken the training. 
B) Julia Markun: if the apartments require signing leases by a certain time does that mean people would have to sign up for first time slot for training?
a. Yes. Each individual landlord would have to decide on that as well. We would have a limit on the number of people who could attend the training sessions as well
b. Since this is the first year we don’t really know how this program is going to work. 
c. We’re working to deal with how to make this go as smoothly as possible. And even if it doesn’t go perfectly it will still be a step in the right direction
C) EVP Pinkney: Are you encouraging property owners to push back their leasing dates?
a. They can make the decisions that they want to. All of this is done voluntarily. Property owners and managers don’t have to participate in this initiative. 
b. But there are a lot of landlords interested
c. A pilot year we hope for success, but it will only grow and improve after this year
D) Senator Schmidt: is this including grad students too?
a. Absolutely
E) Senator Elizondo: how many land owners are involved in this and wanting to do this?
a. About 6 land owners are involved in the committees and helped develop it, but that doesn’t mean they will want to participate as well. We want your feedback and perspectives before we meet with them to get their involvement
F) Senator Touhy: How would incentives work if only one of three roommates had training?
a. You wouldn’t get it. 
G) Senator Stanko: it would be helpful if you had a list of those who signed on to this and list which incentives they agree to
a. We’ll be passing around a sign-up sheet when we meet with them and we will have more concrete data
b. When we get the property owners and incentive we will publish the information so students can know
H) Senator Elizondo: how can we be of most service for you in terms of advertising efforts?
a. I don’t know what you have at your disposal. Whatever you can do for us (pamphlets, radio, etc.)
b. LVP Wallace: we’ll be meeting to discuss that too to target certain populations on campus
c. Senator Elizondo: housing guide would be a great avenue for you as well
I) Senator Krajewski: so all land owners choose their own incentive? And then they would have advertising as well?
a. Yeah, and they are giving something in return for this advertisement. It’s a give and take 
b. It would be, in a sense, free advertising for them
J) Julia Markun: does this apply for people who have already signed leases for next year?
a. No. So it’s mostly just targeted to Freshman and Sophomores for their Junior year
K) Senator Keefe: will responsibility of land lord be covered as well? Are you reaching out to houses as well or just apartments?
a. Absolutely. There’s also the “hand holding” program so that you can see who are good land lords and trust the area that you decide to live in. We’re reaching out to everyone
L) Senator Dearden: Are you looking for spring training dates as well? What about people who are abroad in the fall?
a. We were planning on doing training in the fall and the spring
M) Advisor Reid: If there were to be a list of students who have gone through the tenant training so you could connect and find roommates, would that be useful?
a. That would be useful
3. We want to provide a long enough program so that you can get something out of this in your time here. Does four hour training seem reasonable?
N) PPT Manjee: at first it seemed very unappealing, but when you broke it down it seems okay. Three seems more appealing
a. Most of our property owners suggested 6 or 8 hours so that was our compromise
O) Senator Schick: it all depends on how good the incentive is
P) Senator Biagi: it seems reasonable
Q) Senator Stanko: it also depends on how extensive the quiz will be
a. The quiz will be very passable
4. Any questions reach out to Dan and he can forward it on to us!
B. Caitlin Wozniak, Coordinator for New Student and Family Programs
1. What initial thoughts do you have about moving toward housing Orientation documents online?
A) Senator Schmidt: Have you thought about a QR code in addition to web address?
a. Yes, we could absolutely do that
B) PVP Twaddle: RAs have moved to an electronic schedule and I hate that. I know other RA’s felt the same way. I liked having orientation in print form
a. Guidebook vs. print 
	
7. Officer Reports
President	Kyle Whelton
A: Thanks for coming to John Ferarral meeting
B: MUSG award nominations are live and due March 19th 
C: Campaign begins March 6th (office is a campaign free zone)
D: Happy spring break!
Executive Vice President	Natalie Pinkney
A: SOF met and we have one allocation
B: Training went successful for club and non-club sports SOF applications (about 100 orgs came)
C: SOF will reach out to organizations this week – if you know people with questions have them reach out to us. Deadline is April 10th for applications, so ask if there are questions!
D: I will begin nominating people for all university committees this week. If you’re interested, let me know!
E: Committee will narrow down to ten people, they will appear on the ballot
F: Thursday AMU 252 committee for diversity inclusion will meet for second public think tank meeting
G: Do O-staff, apply for it, you’ll love it!
Communications Vice President		Sarah McClanahan
A: Comm department apps are still u, due on the 27th
B: Pet therapy is tomorrow from 12-1:30pm in the AMU (Pets and Parfaits)
C: Week after the week we get back from break are elections. Elections booth – give people stickers 
dollar off brew coffee. 
D: 26th 7pm AMU 1st floor lobby, Dr. Lovell forum
E: April 15th night of chocolate, theme is starry night we’ll paint with chocolate so if you want to 
help its march 25th in the office
Program Vice President	Ryan Twaddle
A: Pet therapy tomorrow
B: Mental health awareness week will be two weeks after spring break – showing a Beautiful Mind that week
Financial Vice President	Theodore Eberle 
A: Budget committee met today, comprehensive meeting Thursday night. I’ll be working on the timeline for that after spring break, if you’re on committees come to me after break to go over this
Parliamentarian	Olivia Slusarek
A: Amendment 12: 2/3 present (19)
B: Recommendation: majority of present (15)
C: SOF Allocations: majority of seated (16)
Legislative Vice President	Zack Wallace
A: Senator Stolz and I drafted an e-mail with schedule of your office hours. Be sure to attend your office hours so we can send that out
B: Happy with how great our productivity has been this year. Jam packed senate meetings coming up so be aware of that. I’m trying to spread things out. If you’re working on things please let me know so I can factor that in for the next few weeks
C: Met with United Way
Advisor		Jennifer Reid 
A: All university committee involvement – working on putting together an orientation training for new reps and we might be reaching out to you to sit on panels or provide some perspective on your experiences – things we want new reps to know about so they know what to expect. Want to give you a heads up about that

8. Committee Reports
President Pro Tempore 					Aliya Manjee
A: Community Engagement didn’t meet again. Zack and Black met with Katie and the meeting went really well. We have good ideas for getting United Way to come here to talk more. Letters out to businesses soon to get local business support and involvement. Talks about a book drive and getting involved with other orgs. Book drive with United Way will be after spring break, bring books back if you go home for break! 
B: More on neighborhood clean-up after break
Business and Administration				Cameron Vrana
A: Passed resolution 9 and recommendation 5 which are in front of you tonight
B: Getting closer to landlord rating website
Student Life							Estefania Elizondo 
A: Partnering up with hunger clean up (possibility)
B: Working to get mug Monday up and running, toward the end of the year
C: Sexual assault awareness video – focusing on student leaders and student orgs
Academics							Ricky Krajewski 
A: Issues regarding student recognization when talking with advisors
B: Health sciences has no student council but they have a lot of clubs – lots of overlap. Working on initiative to get these groups together to work together to decrease some overlap
Student Organizations					Amanda Stolz 
A: Approved constitution and made some amendments to it

9. Outreach, Council, and All-University Committee Reports
A. Senator Dobrich: Sexual violence committee met today and talked about awareness events. Need people to man registration tables in the future
B. Senator Schick: Academic technology was cancelled last week, submitted pre proposal. Interested in talking about online text books reach out to me. 
C. PVP Twaddle: Innovation council – 270 proposals all received feedback. Have until March 27 to resubmit proposal with comments and feeback, and then President Lovell will go through and make his final selection

10. Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of Minutes from 02/23/2015

11. Old Business
A. Amendment 12 – Clarification for Impeachment and Removal from Office
1. Senator Vrana: Just housekeeping, no new policy changes. The one change we did make for removing a vice president is only affecting the vice president. 
2. Debate:
A) Senator Thiry: speaks in affirmative
3. Voice Vote: passes unanimously
B. Recommendation #4 -  Acquisition of All Terrain Vehicles by MPD
1. Senator Touhy: we aren’t funding this at all, just enforcing the acquisition of ATV’s that would be enforcing Marquette campus and surrounding neighborhoods
2. Debate:
A) Senator Keefe: speaks in the affirmative
B) Senator Vrana: speaks in the affirmative
3. Voice Vote: passes unanimously

12. New Business
A. Resolution #8 – Reserve Fund Allocation for NJSLC
1. Senator Bowman: organization comprised for 28 Jesuit colleges and universities of U.S. Reserve fund doesn’t have enough to send as many as we want to send to this conference. This year we have enough, and want to put enough money in the lines in the future so we don’t have to do this again. 
A) Senator Kouhel: Can you break down $10,000? Reasoning for flying instead of driving?
a. Flying since the conference is in Buffalo, NY. The date of the conference is over the summer, so students will be coming from different places not all coming from Milwaukee, so it made more sense to have people fly in. 
B) Senator Schmidt: this is the same amount that we have sent in the past or more?
a. It’s one more than last year, but one person backed out last year
B. Resolution #9 – Student Activity Fee Referendum
1. Senator Vrana: referendum needs to have demonstrated significant student interest, we are going the senate rout with 2/3 vote. This isn’t advocating for an increase or a decrease, simply asking the question to students about a referendum for student activity fee. Still working on creating that question, and it will be attached to the legislation the next time we meet. In that regard, I invite everyone that is interested in creating the question to meet with us. Want as many senators as possible to be involved if they want to be. 
2. Senator Schick: over the next two weeks we will put out paper in the office for you to include any questions you might want to ask or ways you might want to phrase it. More conversation, we’re really excited to work with those in the university to produce the question so it isn’t biased up or down. This will take the pulse of the campus. This is something that is very important and it’s good to check in to see where students are at. 
A) Senator Elizondo: Do you have a timeline?
a. Senator Vrana: Referendum is put on ballot for spring election. 
B) Senator Krajewski: I think a lot of students don’t know what the SAF really goes to. Any discussion of educating them before so this isn’t biased?
a. Senator Vrana: I think including that information in the question would be really helpful. But we want everyone else’s opinion as well. 
b. CVP McClanahan: Comm department is also doing pre education about what the SAF is. Working with the Trib too
C) Senator Bowman: Will there be a specific dollar amount? Do you think we’ll get valuable information from that?
a. Senator Vrana: we just want to see what students think. We don’t want to advocate an increase or decrease, just see the students opinion. I think it is important to open this conversation to the student body and that we’ll get valuable information
b. Senator Schick: we encourage you to provide feedback on all of this so we can get it just right
D) Senator Elizondo: looking to move this into budget committee? What’s the utility for this?
a. Senator Vrana: once we get the information back the first step will be to analyze it. We don’t have a specific plan yet
b. Senator Schick: referendums are really unique. Even if we get 16-21% of students that’s a lot of feedback. We’re really just anxious to see the data
E) Senator Kouhel: have you looked at other data and compared fees at other universities?
a. Senator Vrana: extensive research within MUSG looking at other universities, we have all that data. 
b. FVP Eberle: We’re the lowest out of all of the universities
F) Senator Bowman: if it gets 50% or more of MUSG vote it’s binding?
a. Senator Schick: 4,400 students would have to turn out at vote yes
b. Senator Vrana: when it’s considered binding it just acts as a bill signed by president that came through senate. It would still have to be worked out with the University to finalize an increase or decrease
G) Senator Elizondo: was SAF discussed at SOF procedure training? How are we letting students know about this?
a. EVP Pinkney: yes, at the meeting we talked about how the SAF goes to SOF funding
b. CVP: Part of election stuff to increase turn out for elections as well
c. Advisor Reid: all full time undergrads will get an email about the elections and we include what’s on the ballot on that letter
C. Recommendation #5 – Recognizing Marquette as a Fair Trade University 
1. Student Ambassadors for Catholic Relief Services: global organization based on need. Work they do focuses on poverty, edu., disaster relief, etc. We advocate for CRS on campus.
2. Fair trade involves countries exporting goods where workings didn’t receive a fair wage to make those products. This is to help make sure that fair wages are being paid. Important that we have this at Marquette, it aligns with our values and concern for human rights. Previously we talked with Sodxeo to make sure they’re on board with this, they have all the products we need to be recognized as a fair trade university so there would be no extra expense. We just want to get the recognition that we already should have. 
A) Senator Fuchs: fair trade food options? Are they labeled that way so you know it’s a fair trade item?
a. The coffee is already considered fair trade, and the chocolate, tea, and sugar is as well. It’s not hugely advertised, but it will say it somewhere related to the brand. But as a university we aren’t advertising it
B) Senator Vrana: specifically what is the benefit for being recognized as a fair trade university? Is there a push to increase the amount of fair trade food?
a. It really is a recognition. The benefit is that we are walking the walk instead of just talking the talk. Shows we are a university that lives up to the values we speak about. Shows students are concerned about these issues and are willing to make a statement about it as a university. 
b. Being a Jesuit university and caring about this issues also relates to being a smart consumer and recognizing that as a university
c. Other groups have tried to take this further before. We are a “Jordon” school and work with Nike, and Nike actually doesn’t treat its workers well. We aren’t allowed to fight that our touch that, but this is something that we can work on (spirit shop isn’t required to be a fair trade area). This focuses on food not clothing
d. We talked with Sodexo to make sure produce is fair trade. A bit of conflict of interest since other groups want local produce, which is a good cause too. So we continue to talk to them and they update us on items that are fair trade. WE have the minimum for now, and don’t want to fight the issue of produce. 
e. Talking with catering to have fair trade chocolate option at sporting events so it can at least be an option. 
C) Senator Elizondo: will this increase sustainability efforts or just recognizing it? Access to list of corporations to verify they are fair trade?
a. What we are doing with Sodexo is pushing it further by making sure items are fair trade everywhere not just in the brew or AMU. A big part is just recognizing what we already have as well. 
b. Fair trade campaign has different sheets and steps that you have to fill out. Waiting on Sodexo to get us their verifications and item photos of their fair trade items. Should be coming post spring break
c. PPT Manjee: website on recommendation has all of that information as well 
D) Senator DiVittorio: does fair trade have to be foreign or can it still be local?
a. Fair trade is the people who are growing the products. Who they are selling it to in order to distribute those products aren’t paying them what they deserve. So this is to make sure they are paying the correct wage. They typically don’t go together because the U.S. prevents that from happening.
E) Senator Murrar: Palermos controversy in past years for fair wages, ect. Is that taken into account for recognizing Marquette?
a. We wouldn’t tackle that specifically so I don’t know if that is included in this
F) Senator Vrana: how many other universities have this title?
a. 19 nationally, and 4 or 5 other Jesuit Universities
D. SOF Period 5 Allocations
1. PPT Manjee: Overview of rationale
A) Senator Vrana: what does this cover?
a. Honorarium covers speaking cost
B) Senator Bowman: total allocated for FY15?
a. EVP Pinkney: I can look it up and let you know
2. Voice Vote: passes unanimously

13. Announcements
A. Senator McInerney: Saint Baldrics 12-4pm, tomorrow every burger you buy goes to a child with cancer
B. Senator Elizondo: women’s leadership conference is coming up, just got our keynote speaker, event is free register online for it
C. [bookmark: _GoBack]LVP Wallace: reminder, if you are going home for break and have books to donate bring them back!

14. Adjournment
