Amendment #3

Student Organization Funding Constitution Updates

Authors:	Executive Vice President Bitz

Sponsors: 	

Whereas: 	It is the role of Marquette University Student Government (MUSG) to actively identify and address the needs and concerns of students; and,

Whereas:	Student organization funding is one of the most tangible ways that MUSG interacts with and serves the students; and,

Whereas:	The current student organization funding process was implemented about 3 years ago; and,

Whereas:	Some processes outlined by the constitution for student organization funding have been found to be unnecessary or minimally effective; and,

Whereas:	The committee has set several precedents in the past years regarding funding; and, 

Whereas:	Such precedents are not recorded anywhere; and,

Whereas:	Recording certain precedents set by the SOF committee in the constitution would help prevent discrepancies in funding from turnover in the committee; and, 

Whereas:	Updating the constitution to better reflect the actual processes of the SOF committee will help to clarify MUSG’s approach to funding for students and future MUSG members.

Therefore:	Let the Financial Policies, Section 2, Subsection C read:

“Student Organization Funding Committee (SOF) – Standing committee of MUSG responsible for compiling and overseeing the periodic allocations of the Student Activity Fee as it pertains to club sports teams and registered student organizations in accordance with the Financial Policies (Section VI).  Voting members shall be the Executive Vice President as Chair, Financial Vice President, Program Vice President designee, two Academic Senators, and two Residential Senators. The Vice President for Student Affairs or Designee shall serve as advisor to the committee and must be in attendance for deliberation and voting on all Bulk Funding allocations. Should the SOF Committee Advisor be unable to attend a deliberation on Bulk Funding requests, before any deliberation or voting may occur he or she must contact all voting SOF Committee members with his or her thoughts on the submitted requests. A notetaker shall be present during all Bulk Funding meetings and shall take notes regarding the reasoning behind all allocation decisions. Such notetaker shall be agreed upon by a majority of SOF committee members. Member senators shall submit an application to the Legislative Vice President, which in turn would be distributed to the Senate as a whole before elections.  Upon reviewing said applications, the Senate will appoint candidates by an affirmative vote of a majority of the present Senate.  Academic and residential member senators shall be appointed at the second Senate meeting following the spring and fall elections respectively and shall serve for one calendar year.  In the case of a vacancy, another Senator shall be appointed in the same manner at the first Senate meeting following the vacancy and shall serve the remainder of the original term.  No Senator may occupy seats on both the Budget Committee and Student Organization Funding Committee at the same time.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section II, Subsection F read:

“Capital Good – Any physical item whose purpose solely serves the organization or its mission. Such an item must have a useful life for greater than one semester or be essential to the operation of the organization. Such determinations will be made at the discretion of the Student Organization Funding Committee.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section II, Subsection R read:

“Recurring Event – Any event, activity, or service that occurs on a daily or weekly basis or is the normal meeting of the organization. This does not include events, activities, or services held on an annual or semi-annual basis.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection B read:

	“A recognized student organization may only apply for funding after a member of the organization has completed the Student Organization Funding (SOF) training offered by MUSG at the beginning of each semester. Organizations who missed training may be offered a time to make up training at the discretion of the EVP. These trainings are good only for the semester in which they are offered. Failure to attend the training will result in a rejection of all funding requests.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection D read:

“MUSG cannot fund any requests for personal goods, recurring events, shipping costs for capital goods, tips for services, events involving charitable contributions, travel and lodging expenses for conferences, speaking fees for declared political candidates, events that occur outside of the funding periods, events which have already occurred, prizes for events, capital goods which were purchased prior to submitting a funding application, or on-campus events which are not qualifying student services.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection E read:

	“Expenses for club sports organizations which may be considered for funding shall be: team, coach, and fan transportation and lodging, field or facility rental, officials, salaries for non-playing coaches, first aid supplies, capital goods, entry and tournament fees and publicity for events.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection G read:

	“The Student Organization Funding (SOF) Committee shall review applications for disbursement of the SAF as it pertains to registered student organizations and club sport teams.
1.	For spot funding, any funding request application for the allocation of the SAF shall be submitted to the Executive President no less than 14 days before the event occurs. For bulk funding, any funding request application for the allocation of the SAF shall be submitted to the Executive President by the application deadline given at SOF training.
2.	No sponsor may apply for the same expense more than once within one funding period. 
3.	Allocation cannot be approved for a request that does not have accompanying proof of cost.
4. 	The Student Organization Funding Committee must have a quorum of 4/7 members present in order to vote on allocations.
5.	A recommended allocation receiving affirmative votes from a majority of members of the Committee present shall be considered approved for funding.
6.	A recommended allocation that is greater than or equal to $2,500 will be forwarded directly to the Senate for consideration at the next scheduled Senate meeting. The recommendation must be approved by a majority vote of the seated Senate.
7.	A report of the total amount requested by all sponsors, the total amount allocated for all organizations by the SOF committee, or the number of organizations who applied for funding will be made available by the EVP at the request of an MUSG senator.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection I be removed from the Governing Documents. 

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection J read:

	“During SOF training, the EVP shall publish and distribute to all recognized student organizations the calendar of deadlines for funding request applications for the current funding period and practices pertinent to the SOF Process.  
1.	There shall be two funding opportunities for organizations with one in the fall term and one in the spring term.  

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection K read:

[bookmark: _GoBack]	“In addition to these funding periods, there shall be Spot Funding available to recognized student organizations. The requests for Spot Funding shall be considered by the SOF Committee on a rolling basis throughout the course of the funding period. 
1.	A recommended Spot Funding allocation greater than or equal to $2,500 will be forwarded directly to the Senate for consideration at the next scheduled Senate meeting. The recommendation must be approved by a majority vote of the seated Senate.
2.	Any funds not allocated by the SOF Committee each period shall be allocable as Spot Funding.
3.	Any Spot Funds remaining at the end of the fall semester shall be added to the available Spot Funding for the spring semester.
4.	A sponsor may not apply for Spot Funding for an event that was approved or denied in the previous bulk funding period.

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section III, Subsection L read:

[bookmark: _Hlk509767802]“On an annual basis prior to the first bulk funding deadline each semester, the SOF Committee shall create a set of criteria upon which it shall judge all funding requests, which must presented to the Senate. The EVP shall distribute these attributes to all recognized organizations during SOF training.”


Furthermore:	Let it be recommended that EVP reassesses the extent to which the financial policies are effective and up-to-date yearly at the end of their term.


