MUSG Senate 2016-17
Marquette University Student Government

Monday, March 27th, 2017
7:30 PM – AMU 227
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Reflection

4. [bookmark: spnTN]Presentation    
A. Alderman Bauman
1. It is my honor to come speak to the Senate
2. I represent the 4th district of 15 districts in Milwaukee
i. All the central businesses downtown, third ward, MSOE, Marquette and traditional residential areas
ii. Very diverse area
3. We are full time Aldermen
4. I was elected in 2004 and before that I was practicing law
5. I have a close relationship with the university
6. I am here to listen to concerns
i. In the past traffic safety has been a main concern
ii. The Blvd at Wells Street which was helped created by the student government and the city
A. The plant and maintence are expensive but it was able to go forward because of this collaboration
7. My basic responsibility is land use and infrastructure (zoning, building, renovation etc.)
8. We are nonpartisan but it is a democratic leaning counsel but “there are no democratic potholes or republican potholes”
9. Projects coming up
i. Transit project – bus rapid transit line
A. 7 mile line running down Wisconsin Ave.
B. Rubber tired bus and has a dedicated right of way (a designated lane)
C. Either a painted lane or a physical separated lane 
D. Build an involved and big station on 11th and 12th and between 16th and 17th
E. If you are traveling west you will have a faster service
F. Frequency of bus service is very important
G. Going downtown there will be fewer stops and less bus routes
H. It is being debated and there will be public hearings persuablely some here on campus
I. Biggest cost is buying specialized buses
J. Will be an application for a small start grant
K. Questions
1. Senator Santos: is the street car going to be affected by that?
A.  No it will not be. Construction is starting next month. Visible street car construction near campus will be on St. Paul and move east.
2.  O’Rourke: Has there been discussion of expanding the rail instead of this bus route?
	A. We have been debating transportation changes for 25 years. Money had been set aside for a street transportation project. 8 or 900 million dollars. The locally preferred alternative was a light rail system but the plan was shelved. The green line in Minnealpolis was the same mength as what we were proposing but there was political bickering about rail and the money was divided and 91 million was left in 2000. It was set aside for a downtown circulator. And a streetcar option was selected but there was political disagreement and the impass wasn’t broken until 2009 and Congress gave 54 million to the city and 36 million to the county. The city used the money for a 2 mile street car system. County used it to buy buses. We are using this to get rail in the city. Hopefully there will be consensus that this works and that we can then expand it. Some argue that the federal government should not be involved in transportation funding and it should be a local matter. The federal government favors highways but should also focus on other forms of transportation. The new dorm has no street parking which you can’t do in the normal marketplace. Automobiles increase the cost of urban living parking structures for instance. None of this gets built without money and it won’t come from the private sector. This infrastructure bill might leave rail and local transit out of the picture. Most require a revenue stream and toll bridges/roads and airports and water systems are the lonely ones that can do this. Transit systems are government investments. Streetcar money is safe and it cannot be taken away. The bus rapid transit grant is in jeopardy. I would prefer for this to be done in rail. 
3. Hartman: Update on the Bucks arena
	A. It is moving forward at a rapid pace. Every week there is dramatic change. There are three major pieces under development. Parking, arena, training faculty. The entertainment center construction will begin soon. All be operational by the 2018 season. It was funded by the governor, mayor, county executive, and the heads of state legislatives. The agreement was it would be a 500 million dollar faculty split between public and private share. The basic financing was 50 million from state, county 50 million, Wisconsin Center district 93 million dollar contribution. The city will own the parking structure. The Bucks had to come to the city for approval of the project and there ended up being some points of contention. Vacating 4th street and the title is reverted to the surrounding properties. I doubted this would work. We decided that the city retains the right of way and it can be a citizen walkway. It will be a plaza with a streetcar track. A resident preference program employs unemployed residents. It can be a challenge for contractors to meet. Originally they were going to do 30% but we got it amended to 40%. It allows unemployed to become experienced. “If college doesn’t work out I recommend becoming a plumber.” Construction jobs are in high demand. Getting young people of color involved in construction. The naming rights deal to the parking structure. They were split between the city and the Bucks. The billionaire owners had to come in for them to get permission. 
4. LVP: Student housing and having to sign leases so early. How do you recommend help that problem?
	A. There is not much that I can do about the leases. Laws have become more favorable to landlords and tenants have gotten less rights. It is going to get worse. As far as physical conditions of property the city does have control over that. 286-CITY to lodge complaints about building codes. Changes can be made if inspectors find violations. Don’t be bashful about calling the city and complaining about building code issues. I think this has always been a problem.
5. Santos: This past budget year there have been county budget problems?
	A. We enacted a $20 wheel tax to fund local infrastructure issues. The state focuses on larger problems like interstates. Local roads are important to the highway system. We have taken our own financing. In Wisconsin we only have the authority to raise funding through one form of tax. This is why our property taxes tend to be higher. Our sales tax is relatively low compared to other cities. We have asked the state to help us solve this problem. We got close in 2008 but since the law has been receded.  Other cities allow regional taxes for sports venues. It could’ve all been done with sales taxes. “If we want civilization its gonna take taxes.” At some point there has to be public revenue.


5. Forum for Concerned Students


6. Officer Reports
President	Adam Kouhel 
A. I was at a pancake eating contest and got 3rd place
B. Tonight is Cameron and mine’s last senate meeting
C. I want to thank you all for a great semester and Cameron for jumping on board to be VP. We have worked together since freshmen year and butted heads a lot that year while on B and A. I want to thank Jen. She has always been a resource for me and I encourage you to utilize her. She is always there to counsel me and my guardian angel. I am so grateful for that. She is like a second mother. To those who will be leaving senate after this meeting I want to thank you for your service on MUSG and especially for seniors who have committed their time. Ricky has been here since freshman year and has so much organizational history. Tiffany has been here for 2 years. Roberto and JR thank you. It has been fun. JR knows MUSG very well and has many stories. I was once going through my old emails and found some great stuff. Christian was here his freshman year and came back strong. He has been a good voice and resource. I wish Brian Touhey was here. He worked on legislation to bring ATVs to MUPD.  
Executive Vice President	Cameron Vrana
A. I had some stuff to say but my computer died
B. The SOF bulk funding app closed Sunday at midnight
C. 36 club sport 41 non club sport organizations application
D. Up 20 from last year
E. Look at increasing funding for those students
F. I started as a freshman as an Abbotsford senator. I moved around Senate and done a lot. It has been a great experience. We all signed up to do a job in this organization and in large we have been successful in that. We have done some really cool things. Here you can learn how to be a leader. I would like to think that this organization has helped me grow and become a better leader. It says a lot about the people here and the advisors and the university as a whole.
Communications Vice President		Tiffany Gantz
A. Varsity movie: Milk
B. Voting Thursday opens at 12am – 10pm
a. AMU voting booth will be open until 7pm
b. Spread the word
C. Christian Muslim symposium started today and will go through Wednesday
a. Ally is speaking Wednesday
Program Vice President	Charlotte Hingley
Financial Vice President	Bridget Ryan
Outreach Vice President	Hannah Thiry
A. Attend the Christian Muslim symposium
B. OVP app will be extended for two more weeks and let me know if you have questions
C. Senior speaker selection has continued
D. JR: how many applications
E. One 
Parliamentarian	Marcus Hill
A. Res 5 we need a majority seated
Legislative Vice President	Ricky Krajewski
A. Last academic senators meeting so thank you
B. O’Rourke: Send out a list of open spots
1. List online
C. If you are interested in running for LVP let me know 
1. April 24th is the election, same process as PPT
D. Some legislation coming up
E. Student orgs will be meeting this Wednesday 6:30 at MUSG office
F. O’Rourke: Who is the chair? What have they been doing?
1. PPT Evans was the chair. No current standing chair. The OSD stopped sending orgs over to MUSG. Chair will be chosen in 
7. Ruppe: How can students get information about running?
A. Reach out to student council
8. Voting on senator of the year
Advisor		Jennifer Reid
A. Are there better ways to have information out?
B. O’Rourke: Why don’t you think people access information on the website?
1. It was a sincere question. Internal communication is hard. Feedback would be helpful.

9. Committee Reports
President Pro Tempore 					Christian Evans
Academics							Dan Brophy
A. Academics will meet next week to address new issues
Business and Administration			         	Allie Bitz
A. Working on co-ed floors
B. Hartman: approved resolution 6
C. O’Rourke: What is academics working on?
1. Santos: always empty rooms and trying to get them for finals week 
2. Brophy: Opening up more study space
Student Life							Roberto Santos 
Student Organizations					- 

10. Outreach, Council, and All-University Committee Reports
A. O’Rourke: Who is the rep for the faculty senate? Have they addressed the issues with the Jewish committee
1. President is the rep Question for the chair. No emails have been sent out.
B. Senator Bitz: Steering committee is meeting tomorrow for the new dorm
C. EVP Vrana: Currently on university budget committee and the COF search committee. We will be bringing candidates to Milwaukee in late April and will be interviewing them off campus and hope to have a decision soon after that. I will send an update to whoever is in charge.
1. Santos: I was hearing stuff that campus safety budget has been cut. Is this true?
i. EVP Vrana: I am not aware of this. I am certain that the university has spent more money on campus safety. The camera system has been improved. I don’t have exact numbers.
2. O’Rourke: How quickly is the university able to put a budget together?
i. Transitioning into a 2 year budget cycle. Starting the FY 19 budget. Right now we are in a planning phase gathering numbers. Timelines have been put forward.

11. Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of Minutes from 3/20/2017
1. Table until next week O’Rourke, Santos

12. Old Business
A. Resolution #5 – NJSLC Reserve Fund Allocation
1. Motion to consider: Dorow, O’Rourke
2. LVP: First Therefore clause: $6000 be changed to $7000
3. Senator Becerra: I wanted to introduce this because there is a conference every summer that is centered around building leadership on campus. I went on it my first year. Last year we sent E Board and 2 RHA members but there were no outside members. I wanted to open an application process for those students to be funded to go (8 students). And the EVP and president would go under a current budget line.
4. Period of questioning
i. Dorow: When or where this is to be? Where they can apply?
A. Advisor Reid: I just got an email with the registration link. They have had problems with their system. Early bird registration ends the 31st but you can register all the way through June 1st. For those selected we would register on their behalf. It is at Georgetown.
ii. O’Rourke: Could we get the conference here?
A. Advisor Reid: We did write a bid two years ago but we weren’t selected. We had it in ’07 but it was very different then. If there was interest it would have to come from students.
iii. Adeboyjo: How do they apply?
A. Reid: we would put up an application
iv. Bitz: Current reserve fund amount?
A. EVP Vrana: I haven’t been in the finances since 40 days ago. I am not 100% sure but I think it is around $100,000 I am not sure if that includes the money spent at the end of last year. I am not certain what the cap is.
v. PPT Evans: Why is there not a therefore clause considering making this part of the future budget?
A. Becerra: There’s a lot in the budget and it would be difficult to do this. I think it’s a better idea to reach out to departments in the future for them to fund their students in the future.
5. Santos: Will the 7000 include the EVP and President
i. EVP Vrana: The 2400 is coming from the budget line not reserve fund.
6. LVP: The most updated version says that more sustenable methods will be looked into for the future. These are the changes made in budget committee
7. O’Rourke: Move to change that this legislation will expire after a year of implementation.
8. LVP: There is nothing to expire because it’s the reserve fund
9. Period of Questioning: PPT Evans, Brophy
10. Period of Voting
i. 18-0-1

13. New Business
A. Resolution #6 – Commending the MUMC
1. Motion to consider: Dorow, Adeboyjo
2. Hartman: This resolution to commend the medical clinic for its dedication to student health. I thought it would be a good idea to show our support and gratitude. They are a great staff. We are very fortunate to have them. 
3. Period of questioning: O’Rourke, Vargas
i. 17-0
4. Period of voting
i. 18-0-1

14. Announcements
A. LVP: sorry for the confusion of Resolution 5
B. O’Rourke: I want to thank Cameron and Adam for taking over
C. Hartman: Thank you for voting on that. And thank you for all the senators who won’t be here next week
D. Steinfels: St. Baldrick’s on April 8 at the Evans house
1. Becerra: Type of food?
i. Anochili: insomnia cookies
E. Adeboyejo: Thank you to the senators and I really have been thankful for working with you.
F. LVP: Senate will be at 8pm next Monday

15. Adjournment
A. Santos, Vazarani
16. Attendance
A. Present
1. Senator Adeboyejo
2. Senator Anochili
3. Senator Beccerra
4. Senator Bitz
5. Senator Brophy
6. Senator Dorow
7. PPT Evans
8. Senator Feeney
9. Senator Hartman
10. Senator Matich
11. Senator O’Rourke
12. Senator Ruppe
13. Senator Santos
14. Senator Schmidt
15. [bookmark: _GoBack]Senator Shambeau
16. Senator Steinfels
17. Senator Van Zee Land
18. Senator Vazirani
19. Senator White
20. Senator Zeitler
21. President Kouhel
22. EVP Vrana
23. CVP Gantz
24. OVP Thiry
25. Parliamentarian Hill
26. LVP Krajewski

