MUSG Senate 2016-17
Marquette University Student Government

Monday, March 20th, 2017
8:00 PM – AMU 227
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Reflection

4. Forum for Concerned Students

5. [bookmark: spnTN]Presentation    

6. Officer Reports
President	Adam Kouhel 
A. Welcome back and hope you all had a great break
B. Riveting conversation at academic senate today I will pass that on
Executive Vice President	Cameron Vrana
A. SOF committee will be holding extra office hours to help with bulk funding
B. Members remember to sign up	
Communications Vice President		Tiffany Gantz
A.Sending around sign up sheet for tabling for elections for next Thursday. Two spots per hour. Please sign up. 
B. OVP app due Friday if you are interested. 
C. Election publicity is out
D. Dr. Lovell’s birthday celebrate was a success
Program Vice President	Charlotte Hingley
Financial Vice President	Bridget Ryan
A. Bulk funding is this Sunday at midnight
Outreach Vice President	Hannah Thiry
A. Sunday at 5 will be the debate
B. Senior speaker app closes March 22 at 11:59pm
C. I will be meeting with the Catholic Relief Services organization to plan an Earth Day event
Parliamentarian	Marcus Hill
Legislative Vice President	Ricky Krajewski
Advisor		Jennifer Reid

7. Committee Reports
President Pro Tempore 					Christian Evans
Academics							Dan Brophy
A. Moving forward with purchasing charters
B. Keeping academic buildings open later
C. Senator O’Rourke: when is OVP open until?
1. Friday
Business and Administration			         	Allie Bitz
A. B and A did not meet today
B. Hoping to have legislation next week
Student Life							Roberto Santos 
A. LVP came to meeting last week to clear up tobacco free campus
Student Organizations					- 

8. Outreach, Council, and All-University Committee Reports
A. Senator O’Rourke: what are the penalties for smoking on campus?
A. Santos: there are no real penalties 
B. Joe Fuetes: met with Academic senate and tobacco free is going into effect August 1. The best way to do this is a culture change. We should have the courage to stand up and call people out. There will be more information out at orientation. It will take a few years and we think next year we can start strong
C. Senator O’Rourke: will we need to allocate more funds to clean up cigarette butts?
i. Joe: NO
D. Senator Brophy: are there any programs for O Staff
i. President Koehel: We will have all our groups cover
ii. Senator Demme: Why are we removing ash trays
A. Joe: the campus will be tobacco free so we don’t need them. Sidewalks smoking is allowed and there will be ashtrays
E. . Senator Hartman: Dr. Sue had a lively discussion because MU will be facing a new core curriculum that will move to three areas (Entry level classes, discovery courses that integrate classes, culminating course that brings everything together and applies it to what you learn in the future). You will get more out of these courses so you are able to apply them. Academic Senate wants to send out a notice condemning hate speech to our Muslim students on campus.
F. Senator O’Rourke: does this also apply to Jewish Students?
i. Senator Hartman: we discussed this and we think its best to do very pointed letters instead of broad letters. We can address the Jewish students at a later time after we focus on this. It is not taking a backseat.

9. Approval of Minutes
A. Approval of Minutes from 2/27/2017
1. Pass unanimously

10. Old Business

11. New Business
A. Resolution #5 – NJSLC Reserve Fund Allocation
1. Motion to Consider: Senator Demme, Senator Becerra
2. Senator Becerra: NJSLC is a conference held every summer. I want to be able to open the conference to students outside student government. It is an amazing experience. There are discussions about how we can impact our college climate and environment. This outlines an application process for students to go to this conference. There is currently a budget for this event that can fund 2 representatives (President and EVP) and senator are also open to apply.
3. Senator Demme: How will it be open to other students? Will they have to pay?
i. Beccera: No they won’t have to pay. We have gotten the word out to through our Facebook page and work with our communications team to put up posters. Deadline hasn’t been determined yet.
4. O’Rourke: How much is MU going to contribute to this?
i. Becerra: I will be talking with different departments to see if they will be interested in supporting their students. This is a temporary solution for this year.
5. Schmit: 2400 has been allocated and it is 800 a student. Why is there 1200 for two students?
i. Becerra: It is just a rough estimate.
ii. President: It is precedent that this goes to President and VP. There will be no advantage to them
6. Touhy: $7000 on top of the $2400? 
i. Becerra: yes on top of. 
ii. President: Any money not used goes back to reserve
7. Adeboyjo: what requirements would be needed? In case the President or EVP can’t go who gets the spot?
i. Advisor Reid: We ask basic questions about involvement on campus and why they want to go. Also trying to choose a diversity of students. There was a selection committee.
ii. President: that would be up to E Board
8. Bitz: Last year the whole E Board went because of funding. Why is this not the case this year? What reserve fund?
i. FVP: It is around $100,000
ii. President Koehel: Best to ask these questions next week
9. O’Rourke: President are you in favor of this? In the past we have a special line for the President to use has this been used? Is there a way of making the next president use this for funding to cut down the amount we need to allocate?
i. President: I voted for this in Budget but it is up for Senate to have a discussion. Yes the past president used. 
ii. Becerra: It is not needed because of the high reserve fund.
B. Senator Santos: Move to address the charges for President Koehel
1. Second: Senator O’Rourke
2. Santos: I would like to stay away from opinions. I believe that the judicial committee should have the right to determine this and not us. The charges specifically
i. SOF bulk funding for fall
A. 180,000 was asked for club sports
B. In the past they took funds from certain organizations including Mardi Gras. The New York trip got funding cut. The votes were the exact same the second round.
ii. Three senators never agreed to sponsor the bill for office renovations.
iii. He tried to remove a sitting senator of MUSG
A. LVP was pressured to do this
B. Koehel gave the senator a letter removing him
C. You have to have good grounds and they should have presented it in front of Senate 
iv. On the Feb 17th meeting there was a discussion about amending the agenda
A. He proceed to speak over the senator
3. We have a need to serve our constituents even if it has a political philosophy
C. Period of Questions
1. Jaroor: Why are you bringing charges from last semester? Ricky were you pressured? If he was found guilty were you not looking with impeachment?
i. Senator Santos: I was not on SOF so I was not aware of what happened. I will respect their decision
ii. LVP: It was taken out of context. There is a line in the constituent about removing a senator who is appointed. A decision was made by E Board.
2. Hartman: Who was the author
i. Ruppe, Dorow and Brophy helped me.
3. Hartman: Senator Ruppe do you support this?
i. Yes I wanted to look at the orgs that were miss allocated from. I don’t care who is in that position that person needs to be held accountable
4. Hartman: Senator Brophy do you support this?
i. At no point I was in support of this. While I had no problem listening to the conversation
5. Hartman: Senator Dorow do you support this?	
i. No I no longer support this because I feel that it is an attack on the President and our organization
ii. Did you feel pressured to support this?
Yes
6. Hartman: You said they voted on the first round. The constitution states that they have to vote. Then they realized they were off on the funding. There is no set precedent for second round of voting. What is illegal?
i. For Robert’s Rules for something to go through it has to be voted on. Each time someone left the room
7. Hartman: You have been a chair. You can use any rules to run a committee meeting. Were you on SOF when this happened? So are you relying on heresay?
i. No I was not. Yes if you want to call it that then yes
8. Hartman: You pointed to the removal of a senator. The process for removal of an appointed official is the E Board’s choice. There is nothing illegal about this. Why did you include this?
i. Appointed senators get the rights as if they were voted in. 
9. Hartman: The wording of this sounds like a witch hunt. It feels that you are going after him as a person and that you have wasted our campus’ time. I am so upset you did this.
i. If you remove anyone from MUSG I think you should be barred from returning to MUSG. I don’t think this is a waste of time. I waited a week and met with outside advisors before anything was sent out. I think this should be looked into
10. O’Rourke: I want to clear something up. In subcommittees Robert’s Rules have to be used. Adam have you tried to remove anyone else?
i. President: I had concerns about PVP and FVP about attendance but nothing came of that.
11. O’Rourke: Three weeks ago you sent a letter to senate that former FVP and Julie West were present at all SOF meetings
i. President: FVP was present at some and an advisor was present at all meetings
12. O’Rourke: Senator Santos when you sent this was there an affidavit and who signed it?
i. Senator Ruppe and Dorow 
13. O’Rourke: Senator Ruppe and Dorow was what was written in the affidavit was truthful?
i. Yes and Yes
14. O’Rourke: Senator Dorow do you feel that it was truthful?
i. Yes
15. O’Rourke: LVP did you seek outside counsel for removing the unnamed senator? When you presented the opinions did you receive any hostility for finding outside counsel?
i. I talked with Kyle about the interpretation of the constitution.
ii. Some members of E Board were upset that I might go back on my word.
16. O’Rourke: I personally think impeachment is not correct. You should get a Twitter. I think it is worthwhile to go further with investigation. Adam did you seek any approval from Senator to impeach former President Ortiz?
i. I did
17. Vazirani: You brought 4 different allegations. Your fourth allegation why is that a thing?
i. I think it is important to show a progression and I am a big fan of Robert’s Rules
18. Vazirani: As a result why aren’t the senator who have spoken over people being investigated?
i. Show evidence and we can discuss it
19. Vazirani: You used the phrase “I could get this wrong“ how are you certain of these allegations and why would you bring this forward if you aren’t?
i. After we get information from SOF in investigation we should have it all.
20. Vazirani: Do you think that a week was through enough to find evidence? 
i. Yes with the information I was provide. I go through a lot of numbers and I feel that this is good enough for an investigation
21. Brophy: When you were answering Hartman you said that it is your personal belief that they should be barred from MUSG?
i. If you are fired in a job why would you be able to come back in a different role
22. Brophy: What more do you think you will discover in an investigation that would make it reasonable to impeach?
i. I think I have a good case. I think they could find stuff I don’t know about.
23. Brophy: Do you have knowledge of how to investigate?
i. They can subpoena senators and any official MUSG accounts.
24. Brophy: You mention that this was never voted on this is illegal that it could result in lawsuits. We talked to a mediator and they suggested that that’s a little bit of a stretch. Do you still stand on this>
i. You could make a case that this is a felony due to the fact it was not voted on. 
25. Brophy: President, has this had an impact on the school?
i. Yes it has. If you look at whose running for MUSG senate there are three people running for positions. I have had many meetings with students and they do not trust our organization. I know that due to this will have a long impact. This has been a distraction about what positive things MUSG is doing. It has hurt my mental and physical health. It has affected my ability to be a leader. It has affected how faculty look at our organization. It is affecting the entire Marquette community.
26. Steinfels: Do you think an investigation would improve the relationship with the community that this was taken seriously?
i. President: I don’t think so because any evidence made available I could make public to you right now. It will just drag on the process. It won’t calm the campus community.
27. Hartman: You talked about how this is an investigation not an impeachment. I found on use of the word investigating and you mention impeachment more. Why do you use investigation when a better word is impeachment?
i. I realize that investigation is needed and I think that this deserves impeachment
28. O’Rourke calls to question, Senator Demme
i. Move to period of voting: 7-23
29. Jaroor: You mentioned theft. How can you steal something that does not exist? 
i. Santos: The money does not exist you are correct. But when you are cutting funds you need to vote on doing this. 80,000 was brought down to 40,000 and a revote was not done and by not giving them that money it is theft,
30. Jaroor: How certain are you of all the allogations?
i. I am 100% confident but if new information is brought that could sway me
31. Pagel: Senator Ruppe why did you not bring this up while you were on SOF? Why isn’t it FVP Vrana?
i. Ruppe: At the time I took the word of my leaders. EVP Koehel was in charge of conducting those meetins since he was chair. 
ii. Dorow: I did raise concerns to Ricky and I did not understand the magnitude
32. Pagel: Mardi Gras still received funding
i. President: After meeting with the organization we were able to support them on their New York trip
33. Touhy: Move to debate, second Demme
i. Unanimous
ii. Dorow: I speak in the negative and think we need to get back to real issues. We are not putting our time in the right situation and we need to refocus and help the student body. I messed up in supporting this and we need to move on
iii. Touhy: Look at the first Whereas clause. This is internal politics what we are fighting here. I have not heard about this from people outside MUSG. We have been doing nothing and we are elected to do help the students. This is below us and a waste of our time. I don’t always agree with Adam but I don’t think he is a bad leader. This character attacking is so below us.  I really disagree with everything going on here. 
iv. Ruppe: I speak in the affirmative. I feel that I am helping students with this. I am offended that President attacked the Wire. I think we should be having this as dialogue and I want to make sure everything is being followed properly. This is not a character assisnation I am trying to hold people accountable.
v. Brophy: Negative. I want to point to PPT Evans comments in past meetings. I think he has spoken to what our job should be and that our job is to not deal with internal politics. I have been critical of Adam but that doesn’t mean he does not address student’s needs. We need to move past this.
vi. O’Rourke: I speak in the negative. I don’t think Adam is a good leader. This has turned personal. I think that this is something that is being brought forward to dismantle the organization. Impeaching is sometimes addressing the student’s concerns. I think the leadership has been feebale. But I will not be voting for this. I understand a lot of work is being done outside this chamber. It is not petty because we are focusing on internal problems. We need to move on.
vii. Steinfels: Speak in the affirmative. I believe Adam is innocent of the charges but I still have received concerns from students and questions about what’s going on. I think it is important to find Adam innocent because it is vital to how we are viewed as a body. This isn’t something that would take up all the senator’s time. These are things for the judicial committee to be looked into. I think for the intergrity of MUSG I speak in favor of an investigation.
viii. Touhy: is this for the investigation or impeachment
A. Investigation
ix. Becerra: I speak in the affirmative. I agree with Steinfels. This is just an investigation. He is probably innocent and we need to move on. I think it would be better for the student body and Adam.
x. LVP: If we vote today then the B and A committee will investigate this and present their findings and we will vote again if we convict (3/4th vote)
xi. PPT Evans: Speak in the negative due to the basis. I want to end this. The reason we are doing this is because we are supposed to be judging the merits of this evidence. These allogations are baseless and not worth spending time on. These points mean nothing. We need to move on. We have the opportunity to do that today
xii. Hartman: Speak in the negative. If we vote on this it will not be over. I will have to sit in meetings for hours. This is going to drag on and tarnish our reputation. I won’t be able to work on legislation if I have to work on this. 
xiii. Call to question Dorow, Brophy
A. Majority
34. Voting
i. 7-18-1



12. Announcements
A. Adeboyejo: We have decided to not move forward with that. We should refrain from attacking people. Are we actually listening to ourselves? The reason we are all here is because we all have different opinons. We should refrain from bashing people while trying not to bash people. I don’t feel like this is a waste of time. This is what we are supposed to do.
B. Santos: When is St. Baldrick’s this year?
1. Steinfels: We are having our fundraiser on April 8 to help kids with cancer. I will be bringing more information
C. O’Rourke: Squash team went undefeated

13. Adjournment
A. Jaroor, Becerra
14. Attendance:
A. Present
1. Pagel: N
2. Anochilli: N
3. Demme: N
4. White: N
5. Vazirani: N
6. Schmidt: N
7. Touhy: N
8. Zeitler: N
9. Jaroor: N
10. Matich: N
11. Herrera: N
12. Hartman: N
13. Dorow: N
14. Adeboyejo: N
15. Bitz: N
16. Brophy: N
17. Evans: N
18. Shambeau: N
19. Beccera: Y
20. Steinfels: Y
21. Murphy: Y
22. Vargas: Y
23. Van Zeeland: Y
24. O’Rourke: A
25. Santos: Y
26. Ruppe: Y
27. President Kouhel
28. EVP Vrana
29. CVP Gantz
30. FVP Ryan
31. OVP Thiry
32. Parliamentarian Hill
33. [bookmark: _GoBack]LVP Krajewski
