Amendment #

Changing the Student Organizations Committee 

Authors:	Senator Zeitler, Senator Dorow, Senator Sims, Senator Becerra

Sponsors: 	

Whereas: 	It is the role of Marquette University Student Government (MUSG) to actively identify and address the needs and concerns of students; and,

Whereas:	The staff in the Office of Student Development (OSD) serve as educators, advisors, program planners and event coordinators, who are available to help students make the most of their college experience[footnoteRef:1]; and, [1:  http://marquette.edu/osd/about.shtml] 


Whereas:	The current Student Organization Recognition procedures require both OSD and MUSG to approve recognition requests of new student organizations; and,

Whereas:	Inconsistencies and disagreements in the process led OSD to suspend their relationship with MUSG in regards to Student Organization recognition in Fall 2016; and,

Whereas:	OSD maintains records of all student organization approvals each year; and, 

Whereas:	MUSG does not currently keep such records; and,

Whereas:	OSD reviews the constitutions of all student organizations during their current approval process; and, 

Whereas:	There is a relatively high turnover rate of MUSG staff compared to OSD; and,


Whereas: 	Eliminating redundancy in the current student organization approval process can lead to more efficient use of resources and maximize the student experience in regards to student organizations; and, 

Whereas:	Over 20 benefits and privileges are extended to recognized student organizations free of charge[footnoteRef:2]; and, [2:  http://www.marquette.edu/osd/organizations/policies_orgs.shtml#benefits] 


Whereas:	Some benefits include being listed in the directory of officially recognized student organizations, posting authorized publicity in approved posting areas, reserving publicity space in the AMU facilities and residence halls, reserving and using space in the AMU for the sale of goods, purchasing catering services at a discounted rate, participating in both the fall and winter Organization Fest, and having an advisor; and,

Whereas:	MUSG should not be able to deny student groups access to resources that are not overseen or provided by MUSG; and,

Whereas:	MUSG has full jurisdiction over the Student Organization Funding Process.

Therefore:	Let the Constitution By-Laws Article VI, Section 2, Subsection D read:

“The Student Organizations Committee shall be a resource for all student organizations by providing outreach such as, but not limited to, periodically attending student org meetings, and being available as a primary contact for issues regarding the functioning of student orgs. Additionally, the student organizations committee shall address the concerns of student organizations by providing an open forum style meeting for organizations to attend.”

Furthermore:	Let Financial Policies Section II, Subsection L read:

[bookmark: _GoBack]“Recognized Student Organization – Any student organization, including MUSG, that has been officially recognized by and is in good standing with the Office of Student Development.”

Furthermore:	Let the Student Organization Recognition Procedures be removed from the Governing Documents. 

Furthermore:	Let it be recommended that OSD update the Student Organization Handbook and Student Organization Request to Organize Form in order to reflect these changes.


