Marquette University Student Government
Minutes for 10-12-20/Test Template for Future Minutes
1. Opening: This meeting was called to order on October 12, 2020, at 7 pm.
2. Attendance:
a. Present
i. Senator Charles
ii. Senator McAdams
iii. Senator Laudolff
iv. Senator O’Brian
v. Senator Heiser
vi. Senator O’Malley
vii. Senator Mass
viii. Senator Jones
ix. Senator Atta
x. Senator Forbes
xi. Senator Flaherty
xii. Senator Flowers
xiii. Senator Gunville
xiv. Senator Mercado Martin
xv. Senator Ann Bertane
xvi. Senator Cruz
xvii. Senator Hanuer
xviii. Senator Satawa
xix. Senator Freal
xx. Senator Thompson
xxi. Senator Gunderson
xxii. President Guerrero
xxiii. Executive Vice-President Murillo
xxiv. Legislative Vice President Hennessy
xxv. Financial Vice President John
xxvi. Programs Vice President Schmidt
xxvii. Outreach Vice President Lively
xxviii. Comunications Vice President Breck
xxix. Advisor Anderson
xxx. Advisor Reid
xxxi. Legislative Clerk Ibitoye
b. Absent Excused
i. Senator Alhakimi
c. Absent Unexcused
i. Senator Felix
3. Presentation on Budget by FVP John
a. Next, there was a presentation on the budget by FVP John, explaining the sources and use of MUSG funding. Long story short, MUSG funding is largely generated through the student activity fee that every undergrad at Marquette pays as a part of expenses that come with attending the school. Thirty percent of the total net income of MUSG ($179,500) then goes to funding the student organizations that are open to any and all undergrad students at Marquette. (There are a few other relatively minor expenses also covered under Student Organization Funding/SOF, but you get the idea.) Another $67,950 are set aside to pay various office expenses, including paychecks of the E-Board and computer replacements when necessary. Another $3,400 pays for various programs that are necessary for MUSG to do every year, including elections and advertising. The Programs Department gets its own pool of $204,950 to organize various activities for the whole undergrad student body, including Marquette After Dark and movies at Varsity Theatre. Questions
i. Senator Gray had a question regarding what Marquette After Dark is and why it took up so much of the budget. In short, Marquette After Dark is a series of events designed to provide safe fun for students when the sun goes down, concentrating on 9 pm-12 am on the weekends.
ii. Senator Atta asked why the funding for this semester couldn’t be used next semester. Well, MUSG needs/wants to have as much money as possible to give to student orgs, and any money not used in the fall is rolled over to the spring. Due to the pandemic, MUSG chose to keep the money allocated last spring available for this fall, which would in turn force MUSG to keep the banking books open for the fiscal year. Having all that money spent would allow MUSG to close the books on the fiscal year and start fresh. To be clear, if a student org has its own money, it is not obligated to spend it. In addition, there is still funding available for the spring, so that is not an issue.
4. Bella then opened the floor for concerned students. There were none.
5. Next was the Officer Reports.
a. President Guerrero
i. Book Marq has a Bookstore Innovation Committee intended to improve the student experience in Marquette’s primary bookstore, and the president was looking for students to join the committee to provide their input, asking senators to recommend themselves or their friends to the effort.
ii. “Lunch With The President” is an opportunity to have a sit down chat with President Lovell about issues important to the student body. MUSG members, as representatives of the student body, are especially encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity. (https://www.marquette.edu/student-affairs/lunch.php)
b. EVP Murillo
i. The SOF Committee met the previous week, fully funding the two allocation requests they received. The committee is still in need of another member (as of October 12, 2020) and senators are welcome to join.
c. CVP Breck
i. There were several giveaways planned for that week and the following week. There was a self-care giveaway on the 13th, a water bottle giveaway on the 17th, and then a Halloween giveaway the week of the 18th. 
ii. There was and is a general request for ideas for getting the word out about meetings to students.  
1. There may be videos made to increase awareness about both SOF and the Senate.
iii. The signup for mail-in voting deadline was October the 14th, and it is important that everybody votes. Go pester people.
iv. Joseph Gureno is the data analyst for all of MUSG, so use him.
v. There was a Comm Team work order presentation announced for sometime in the future, as not everyone may be aware of the process of [footnoteRef:1]doing that. [1: ] 

d. PVP Schmidt
i. There was a successful tie-dye event the previous weekend.
ii. There is a spooky Halloween basket pickup announced for the 30th.
iii. The PVP is attempting to work with Dr. Sioux (Sue?) on getting a pass/fail grading option for the semester. There will be a group put together in order to create a presentation for the administration to convince them to make this available.[footnoteRef:2] IN addition, the PVP and President had a meeting with Dr. Sioux and Alex Riley on the 13th to discuss some sort of pre-information meeting. [2:  Contact the PVP for more information.] 

e. FVP John
i. The revenue for the budget this year is a bit better than expected, so that’s good news.
ii. The Financial Office is working at more or less full capacity, despite some members being in quarantine.
1. There may be some openings in the spring semester. Contact the FVP if interested.
f. OVP Lively
i. There was a second CDC meeting planned for Wednesday the 13th at 6:30. Contact the OVP for information on future CDC meetings.
g. LC Ibitoye
i. Senators need to remember to tell the LC and LVP when they are going to be absent, or else it will become an issue.
ii. There will be notes included at the end of MUSG minutes. If anyone has any thoughts they want included, they should contact me. 
h. LVP Hennessy
i. We had eight more seats open as of October 12th. Get your friends to sign up and represent their fellow students. There is work on advertising being done with the PVP, but ultimately, the best advocates for Senate are senators
i. Advisor Anderson
i. Welcome to the new senators.
ii. October 11th was National Coming Out Day.
1. Demetria is a safe person to talk to/come out to.
iii. October 12th is Indigenous People’s Day.
1. Demetria is safe for discussions about that too.
iv. It was LGBTQ+ History Month
1. Various events were/are held. The LGBTQ+ Center can be contacted for details at LBBTQ+RC@marquette.edu. Events included
a. A physical exhibit in the AMU
b. Midterm coloring destress
c. A mask making event
d. Closet costume making contest
2. Thursdays 5-6 Teams meetings are held. (Heart to Heart)
v. Go Vote!
1. Turbo Vote has been made available
vi. Fight corona, please.
6. There are no committee reports.
7. There are no All-University Committee Reports
8. The minutes for October 5, 2020 were put forth for approval. Senator Forbes motioned to approve them, with two other senators approving. The minutes were approved unanimously.
9. Next, the meeting broke up into the various committees, which were determined via interest shown in various topics. 
10. Next, Senator McAdams presented a new initiative to the Senate.. She was (and presumably is) a fellow for an organization called Campus Vote Project, an organization created to get college students to work as poll workers. While there is always a need for poll workers, it has gotten much worse with the pandemic forcing many traditional poll workers (who tend to be older) to stay home. To prevent this from holding back democratic practices, the organization is attempting to mobilize young adults (who are US citizens, able to read and write English fluently, and are at least 18). People who live on campus can work in the AMU (with the exception of Straz residents). Check the website or contact Senator McAdams for details. As the election is November 3, this may all be irrelevant by the time these minutes are read, but it may become pertinent in the future, so keep this organization in mind.
11. Senator Forbes motioned to end the meeting, with another senator seconding. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned. \
Notes
1. I have a couple of things to say regarding jokes during meetings. On the one hand, there is a time and a place for jokes, and there will be moments during Senate meetings that a more serious attitude will be necessary. In addition, not every topic is a laughing matter. Lastly, everyone’s sense of humor is different, so one should be aware that not everyone will find something humorous. As such, please be careful with when and where you tell jokes, as well as what type of jokes you tell. Being funny is not an excuse for being a dick. On the other hand, that goes both ways. People are not obligated to change their sense of humor just to cater to one person, and many people communicate best through humor. As such, if a joke is told, unless it is truly so offensive or divisive it needs to be addressed then and there, DO NOT call out a person in the middle of a meeting. Address them one on one afterwards if the joke truly bothered you. Otherwise, take the joke in the spirit it was given and chill out. 
2. October 12th was also Columbus Day. There is a reason Advisor Anderson avoided mentioning it, and frankly I agree with her reasoning, but for the sake of those who are super confused about what is going on, that is the holiday. 
