MUSG Senate 2020-21
Marquette University Student Government

4/19/2021
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
A. Senator Savannah Charles  
B. Senator Riley McAdams  
C. Senator Ellie O’Brian    
D. Senator Emma Mass    
1. Unexcused Absence
E. Senator Sierra Jones  
1. Unexcused Absence
F. Senator Yasmeen Atta  
1. Unexcused Absence
G. Senator Cory Forbes
H. Senator Abbey Gray
I. Senator Sarah Alhakimi
1. Unexcused Absence
J. Senator David Felix    
K. Senator John Gunville    
L. Senator Laura Mercado Martin    
M. Senator Ann Bertane    
N. Senator Christian Cruz
O. Senator Teresa Godinez    
P. Senator Jake Haneuer     
Q. Senator Spencer Satawa 
R. Senator Murphy Freal
1. Excused   Absence
S. Senator Abbey Flunky      
T. Senator Grace Thompson      
U. Senator Matt Magden
1. Unexcused Absence
3. Forum for Concerned Students
4. Institutional Student Success Initiative Talk
A. As with other situations, I will give a general summary. Long story short, Dr. Su came in and gave a talk about how to make sure students come, stay and thrive at Marquette as well as find employment/further education afterwards. Overall, Marquette actually ranks pretty highly in terms of student retention, so that is a good thing. That being said, we can do better. Groups of particular concern include black students who are not a part of an existing support program such as EOP or Urban Scholars, LGBTQ+ students, and transfer students. There are two particularly interesting observations that were made in the presentation. First, the first 9 weeks usually determine whether a student will feel welcome at Marquette (Orientation to Advising Week). Second, money does not necessarily factor into why people leave Marquette or why they consider it. Personal family issues are the biggest reason people leave, even though support for such incidents theoretically exists. The biggest reason people consider leaving is a lack of belonging, followed by an unwelcoming environment. Instead of going through the suggestions presented by the Senate, I will challenge you reader: what can you do to help others, particularly those in in groups that tend to feel more isolated? What can you do to be welcoming? What can you do to Be The Difference?
1. Side note: The University also needs to do a better job of making sure people know what’s available. Whether it’s clubs, services, or academic programs, it is not uncommon for people to not get into things that could help them because they did not know it was available. This is particularly true for first-gen students, but it also applies to others as well. I would not be in Honors if it did not actively recruit me, for example.
5. Officer Reports
President                                                                                        Katie Breck
· There was a mental health day on the 20th. 
· There was a referendum on the 22nd of April regarding fossil fuel divestment. This was an attempt to gage student interest in Marquette pulling away from fossil fuels. 
· Non-binding, the Administration is not legally or contractually obligated to listen
· Denim Day events occurred the week of the 18th, and Denim Day itself occurs on Wednesday the 28th 
· Not the 26th
· Go to the President with all questions regarding the referendum or just in general. 
Executive Vice President	Cameron Heiser
· Referendum is only for gauging student interest, not making a binding decision
· SOF met last Sunday and allocated $1,044.50
· More applications
· SOF meeting this week or week of 25th 
· Also feel free to contact the EVP
Communications Vice President		Amanda Oyen
· Represented by Krista
· Comm applications still open
· Email Amanda for details
Program Vice President	Alex Schmidt
· Given by LVP Laudolff
· Coordinator applications done
· Decision made week of 18th
· Doug’s Wire Writing occurred Friday the 23rd of April
· Sign ups for Cultural Festival events starting Friday the 23rd of April
Financial Vice President	August Peterson
· Budget update on 26th of April
Outreach Vice President	Bridgeman Flowers
· Applications for DESJ and CDC opening up on April 20th 
· DESJ and CDC planning supply drive for things students need over the summer
· Items include:
· Food
· Toiletries
· Etc.
· Contact the OVP, Chika, or Bridget for more info
· Cultural Festival
· 3 days
· Friday the 23rd-Sunday the 25th 
· Sign-up for events available
· Outreach Department Form
· What do people want from the Department?
Legislative Clerk	Chris Ibitoye
· Use Email
· PPT elections during the Meeting
· Legislative Department is cool
Legislative Vice President	Nicole Laudolff 
· PPT elections
· PPT works with Legislative Clerk and LVP
· Acts as liaison between LVP and committees
· Pride Week on Campus during week of 18th
Advisor		Demetria Anderson	
· Look online/contact Demetria for MU Staycation information
· Keep in mind some events tend to be more popular than others and will fill up, such as Digital Caricature
6. President Pro Tempore Election
A. Senator Godinez was nominated by Senator McAdams, with a second from Senator Satawa, and was elected unanimously. Welcome to the Legislative Department, Senator Godinez!
7. The meeting ended.
